BOOKFARE
The newsletter of the Australian & New Zealand Association of Antiquarian Booksellers

13

ANZAAB
The Australian & New Zealand Association of Antiquarian Booksellers Ltd
www.anzaab.com
Queries, or for information about ANZAAB, contact:
Rachel Robarts, Secretary
admin@anzaab.com.au

ANZAAB is affiliated with the International League of Antiquarian Booksellers
www.ilab.org

BookFare is edited by Fiona Kells
Letters, news, ideas and anything else you’d like to share
should be addressed to the Editor at booksofkells@live.com.au

Cover: [Ned Kelly]. Page from a four-page manuscript layout of a Ned Kelly gang
comic strip featuring ‘Bill Archer’, drawn for a British magazine. c.1950.
(Antipodean Books, Maps & Prints www.antipodean.com)

BOOKFARE

The newsletter of the Australian & New Zealand
Association of Antiquarian Booksellers

March 2015
The new year is set to be a busy one for
ANZAAB, with many events planned including
book fairs and conferences. To start the ball
rolling, ANZAAB will hold pop-up bookfairs on
23 April 2015 in Sydney and in country Victoria.
Why pop-up fairs? Each year, UNESCO
celebrates April 23 as World Book and Copyright
Day. This year, ANZAAB and other ILAB
affiliated antiquarian booksellers around the world
will join together in the fight against illiteracy by
raising funds for UNESCO. Each pop-up bookfair
will display a large poster of an empty bookcase.
Visitors will be able to buy a symbolic book, place
it in the ‘bookcase’, and thereby donate money to
support a vital UNESCO literacy project.
ANZAAB will, of course, be making sure that
these events get off to a good start by making its
own donation of ‘books’ to the bookcase posters.
The main ANZAAB pop-up fair will take
place in the Gallery Room, Mitchell Library, State
Library of NSW, Sydney, from 12 noon to 7 pm
on April 23, with other fairs held concurrently in
the Royal Mail Mount Sturgeon Woolshed,
Dunkeld, between 5 pm and 6.30 pm and at the
Art Gallery and Library, Hamilton, from 11.30 am
to 1.30 pm.
So make a date to make yourself feel doubly
good on 23 April by sating your book-hunting lust

while also supporting a really worthy cause. Look
forward to seeing you there!
For more information visit www.anzaab.com

In other news, it is with pleasure that ANZAAB
announces that the two 2015 ANZAAB Colorado
Antiquarian Book Seminar scholarships were
awarded to Dawn Albinger of Archives Fine
Books in Brisbane and to Tom Baker-Stimson of
Michael Treloar Antiquarian Booksellers in
Adelaide. Both Dawn and Tom were ‘over the
moon’ when they found out they will be going to
Colorado in July.
ANZAAB is honoured to have been able to
award these scholarships through the generous

support of an anonymous benefactor. ANZAAB
received many excellent applications for the
scholarships that strive to promote excellence in
the book trade. The scholarships will make a real
difference. Both Dawn and Tom have been
working in the trade for a few years now and have
already shown real promise. More than that, they
have both proven that they will make a significant
contribution to the antiquarian book trade in the
long term.

Thought about visiting Mount Macedon? The
gardens are beautiful in Autumn, especially those
at Duneira. If you are there on April 18 you can
also catch author and ANZAAB member Dr
Stuart Kells talking about the practice of
biography, including biographical research and the
writing process, and on his latest work: a history of
the Lane brothers and the founding of Penguin
Books. www.duneira.com.au/event/adventures-inbiography

The next Melbourne ANZAAB Rare Book Fair is
scheduled to take place on the weekend of July 2426, 2015. Quite a few months away! But if you are
lucky enough to be in London in May you may be
able to catch The London International
Antiquarian Book Fair. The Fair runs from
Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 May.
www.olympiabookfair.com

Aunt Hannah. Some Adventures in the Life of a Cockatoo.
Pamphlet, original illustrated wrappers. New York: R.
Shugg & Co., 1872. Cinderella series. Very rare and
ephemeral.
Rare Illustrated Books
www.rareillustratedbooks.com

For a complimentary ticket to the London
Fair, courtesy of the Melbourne ANZAAB Rare
Book Fair, log on to www.olympiabookfair.com/
anzaab-15 and register. Each ticket is worth £15
and admits two visitors to the Fair.

PHYSICAL TO VIRTUAL
Camberwell Books and Collectables has closed its shop-front in Camberwell
Road, Hawthorn East, Victoria. The business will now operate online and by
appointment only. For more information contact Mick Stone
via 0412 270 211 or mick@camberwellbooks.com.au
Camberwell Books & Collectibles

www.camberwellbooks.com.au

Ph: 0412270211

17th ILAB BRESLAUER PRIZE
FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY
Call for submissions for this most prestigious prize
A prize with prestige and
tradition, a strong
support for scholarship:
the ILAB Breslauer Prize
for Bibliography, worth
US$10,000, is awarded
every four years. Famous
scholars such as Jean Peeters-Fontainas, I. C.
Koeman and Anthony Hobson were past prizewinners. Lotte Hellinga and Jan Storm van
Leeuwen were honoured with the 15th Prize in
2010. In 2014 Jon Gilbert was awarded the 16th
Prize for his superb study, Ian Fleming. The
bibliography.
The 17th ILAB Breslauer Prize for
Bibliography will be awarded in 2018.
Submissions are invited of one or more books
published in any language and in any part of the

world between April 2013 and April 2017. These
publications must be related to bibliography but
can do so in a very broad sense: textual
bibliography, history of the book, bookbinding,
papermaking, type-founding, library catalogues,
short-title catalogues of a single author or
typographer, etc. The prize jury composes Bettina
Wagner (Bavarian State Library, Munich), Daniel
de Simone (Folger Shakespeare Library,
Washington DC), Yann Sordet (Bibliothèque
Mazarine, Paris) and the antiquarian booksellers
Fabrizio Govi (Italy), Konrad Meuschel
(Germany) and Justin Croft (United Kingdom).
Submissions should be sent to the Prize
Secretary Fabrizio Govi, Libreria Alberto Govi,
Via Bononcini, 24–41124 Modena, Italy. Email:
info@libreriagovi.com
Submissions close end of April in 2017.

BOOK SALE
Venerable Victorian bookseller Kenneth
Hince will be holding a massive stock
reduction sale in late March or early April
2015 at his rural bookshop, Euroa Fine
Books. This will be the first of its kind since
Mr Hince pulled up stumps and left
Melbourne in 1992. Virtually the whole of the
bookshop’s stock, including material not on
display, will be available. A prior telephone
call would be appreciated.

B. S. Johnson. Albert Angelo. London: Constable, 1964.
First edition.
Barwon Booksellers
www.barwonbooksellers.com.au

Euroa Fine Books
51 Binney Street, Euroa 3666 VIC
(03) 5795 1405
folio@euroabooks.com

HOLD ONTO YOUR HATS
Every good Italian story should have a ‘Mamma mia’ in it, and that is the key
ingredient that has so far been missing from the Girolamini Library thefts saga. The
latest turn of events is set to remedy that, however. Massimo De Caro’s mother, Lucia
Motti, is now offering books for sale!
ANZAAB President Jörn Harbeck warns that if Madre Motti should come knocking at your door proceed
with caution and contact ILAB President Norbert Donhofer at norbert.donhofer@antiquariat-donhofer.at.

MAGNIFICENT
GIFT OF RARE
BOOKS &
MANUSCRIPTS
TO PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY
Musician, musicologist, bibliophile
and philanthropist William H.
Scheide, a Princeton University
alumnus who died in November
2014, has left his extraordinary collection of
some 2,500 rare printed books and manuscripts
to Princeton University. Valued at nearly US$300
million, it is the largest gift in the University’s
history.
The collection, which has resided in
Princeton’s Firestone Library since 1959, includes
a Gutenberg Bible (1455); important documents
on American history including the original
printing of the Declaration of Independence and
an autograph speech on slavery by Abraham
Lincoln dating from 1856; Shakespeare’s first,
second, third and fourth folios; and a significant
assemblage of autograph music manuscripts and
sketchbooks by Beethoven, Bach, Mozart,

Beethoven, Schubert and Wagner.
The Scheide collection is the work of three
generations. It was commenced by Scheide’s
grandfather, William Taylor Scheide, in 1865, and
added to in turn by his father, John Hinsdale
Scheide. William H. Scheide himself began
buying books and manuscripts for the collection
in 1954. He continued adding to the collection
until shortly before his death.
The Scheide Library will remain intact as a
distinct collection within Princeton’s Firestone
Library, and includes furniture, statues, rugs and
leaded-glass window-panes from its original
home in Titusville, Pennsylvania.
(Photograph by Natasha D’Schommer)

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE JOYS AND PITFALLS OF THE GENTLE ART
OF BOOK COLLECTING
Are you a book collector or a collector of books? Can a vintage comic be as
valuable as a first edition of James Joyce’s Ulysses? What are the salient points
in book collecting? Is there a guide to first editions? What is the meaning of
book terms such as ‘foxing’, ‘first thus’, ‘cropped’, ‘shaved’ and ‘sophisticated’?
Discover the answers to these and other questions in this interactive session
with antiquarian booksellers Kay Craddock and Jonathan Burdon.
Wednesday 25th March 2015, 6.15pm for 6.30pm
Reader’s Feast Bookstore, 162 Collins Street,
Melbourne

Free entry, bookings essential.
Call or email Reader’s Feast Bookstore
(03) 9662 4699 / readers@readersfeast.com.au

Utagawa Kunisada I (Toyokuni III). Evening Cool at Azuma.
Ohira, 1847–52. Woodblock. 365 mm × 760 mm.
Antique Print & Map Room
www.antiqueprintroom.com

DON’T MISS….
Get your skates on and note these dates in your
diary now, or miss out.

THE MERCHANT OF PRINT: CELEBRATING
THE LIFE & AFTERLIFE OF ALDUS MANUTIUS

Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne
From 6 February 2015
Marking the quincentenary of the death of the
great printer and publisher Aldus Manutius (c.1451
–1515), this display from Rare Books includes a
first edition copy of Aldus’ most well-known
publication, the Hyperotomachia Poliphili (1499),
original examples of his successful hand-held
books, and the first edition of Baldassare
Castiglione’s Il Cortegiano, published by Aldus’
successors in 1528. www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/
collections/special/exhibitions
KOOKABURRAS IN LIFE AND ART
Launceston Library, Launceston
Until 31 March 2015
An exhibition of books about kookaburras,
including art by John Gould and May Gibbs.
www.linc.tas.gov.au/events/whatson/linc/
kookaburras-in-life-and-art

PULP CONFIDENTIAL: QUICK & DIRTY
PUBLISHING FROM THE 40S & 50S
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
Until 10 May 2015
This exhibition presents a rich collection of 1940s
and 50s vintage Australian ‘pulp’ cover art, crime
story illustrations and original comic books, drawn
from the papers of Sydney publishing house,
Frank Johnson Publications. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
events/exhibitions/2015/pulp_confidential/
index.html

NATURE AS ORNAMENT IN APPLIED ARTS
Caroline Simpson Library & Research Collection,
Macquarie Street, Sydney
Until 9 July 2015
From the mid-19th century, European pattern
books offered instruction in decorative drawing
and proposed arrangements of form and colour to
be used in applying ornament. Pattern books
included stylistic and decorative elements from
different cultures and periods, becoming vital
sources for architects, designers and craftsmen.
Floral motifs, whether stylised, abstract or
conventional, were widely reproduced in pattern
books. sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/exhibitions/
nature-ornament-applied-arts
SEAN E. AVERY: HAROLD AND GRACE
State Library of Western Australia, Perth
11 March—19 April 2015
Discover Sean Avery’s artistic and writing process
in an exhibition of preliminary drawings, sketches
and original illustrative pages from Harold and
Grace. www.slwa.wa.gov.au/whats_on/exhibitions

MURDER AT THE LIBRARY
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
13 March & 17 April 2015
There’s been a murder in the Library and your help
is needed to solve the crime! In association with
the Pulp Confidential exhibition, the Sate Library of
New South Wales are hosting evenings of fun,
food, mystery and murder! A cocktail party will be
followed by an interactive murder mystery in the
Mitchell Library. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/
events_talks/events/murder_at_the_library.html
and www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/
events/murder_at_the_library_april.html

Immerse yourself in the book beautiful, from
historic illustrated manuscripts and rare artists’
books to modern graphic design and fashion
photography. www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/
inspiration-design-word-image-victoria-albertmuseum
CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL 2015
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
22 March 2015
It’s time for our annual Children’s Book Festival
celebrating the wonderful world of children’s
literature and storytelling. It’s a day when we invite
kids—and their parents—to dive into the pleasures
of books and reading, in as many different ways as
possible. All you have to do is turn up and start
roaming across the lawns and throughout the
Library and the Wheeler Centre—there’s plenty to
discover. www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/childrensbook-festival-2015
‘INSPIRATION BY DESIGN: THE VICTORIA AND
ALBERT MUSEUM AND ITS LIBRARY’
LECTURE BY JULIUS BRYANT

THE STORY OF GARDENING IN NSW
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
20 March 2015
The garden has long been an essential part of the
Australian home—the treasured outside room! Join
us as we explore the changing styles in gardens and
garden design since the early days of the Colony.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/courses/events/
seniors_event_mar_2015.html
INSPIRATION BY DESIGN: WORD AND IMAGE
FROM THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM

State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
20 March 2015–14 June 2015
This free exhibition showcases some of the world’s
finest book art, graphics, photography and
illustration. From London’s acclaimed Victoria and
Albert Museum, Inspiration by Design celebrates 150
years of collecting by the National Art Library.

State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
23 March 2015
The founding mission of the Victoria and Albert
Museum’s National Art Library was to be an
encyclopaedic visual resource for the creative
industries and designers of the future, conceived as
part of an educational project to reform arts and
manufacturing in Britain following the Great
Exhibition of 1851.
Julius Bryant, Keeper of Word and Image at
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, shares
the library’s stories from the past and ambitions for
the future in this exciting lecture.
www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/inspiration-designvictoria-albert-museum-its-library

SCREENING THE BOOK
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
25 March, 29 April & 27 May 2015
Enjoy free films at the Library as we showcase
movies that celebrate a love of books. Think you’re
book obsessed? Held over three evenings, this
series of films feature characters and stories that
take the love of literature to a whole new level.
www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/screening-book

FROM BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATIONS TO
RESEARCH: WATERCOLOURS FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE HERBARIUM

BRIAN MCMULLIN TALKS ABOUT
PRINTING ON SILK AT TOITŪ
Centre for the Book, University of Otago, Dunedin
26 March 2015
A fascinating talk on the reasons for and challenges
of printing on silk. Dr McMullin is the world
expert on this topic, as well as a very clear
presenter. Come hear about one of the more public
uses of the printing press, and its very attractive
artefacts. blogs.otago.ac.nz/cfb/2015/03/05/brian
-mcmullin-talks-about-printing-on-silk-at-toitu

A NEW NATION GOES TO WAR: A VIRTUAL
EXHIBITION OF WWI MATERIAL FROM THE
RARE BOOKS COLLECTION

Matheson Library, Monash University, Clayton
To mark the centenary of World War I, Monash
University Rare Books is presenting an exhibition
to commemorate such an important phase in
Australia’s history. The exhibition, an online
showcase of materials held in Rare Books, will run
for four years. Each year new material will be
added on a chosen theme. www.monash.edu.au/
library/collections/exhibitions/world-war-one

Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne
From 27 March 2015
A exhibition of intricately rendered watercolours of
fungi by gifted commercial and natural history
artist Malcolm Howie (1900–36) and actual
specimens from the University of Melbourne
Herbarium collection. Howie worked in tandem
with his brother-in-law Jim Willis, a botanist at the
national Herbarium of Victoria, who collected and
identified the specimens Howie painted. Their
collaboration contributed to a greater
understanding of endemic and introduced fungi.
Books and manuscripts depicting mushrooms and
toadstools from the University of Melbourne’s
Rare Books Collection, including the elegant herbal
Hortus sanitatus (Mainz, 1491), will also be
displayed.
www.unimelb.edu.au/
culturalcollections/index.html

DESIGN A FONT
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
2 & 30 April, and 28 May 2015
Ever dreamed of creating your own personal
Helvetica? A well-designed font has the power to
influence and delight. Learn the subtleties of type
as graphic designer Paul Hanslow teaches you to
‘fontify’ your hand-drawn letters in this design
workshop. www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/designfont

WOMEN IN CRIME
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
9 April 2015
Crime fiction has been popular in Australia since
colonial times and the roles women play in the
genre have changed over time. More recently,
crime fiction writers have worked to break the
stereotypes, shifting from the traditional female
role of victim to protagonist, from the seductress
lawbreaker to law enforcer. Join three celebrated
crime writers as they discuss the history of women
in crime fiction. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/
events_talks/events/women_in_crime.html
A FORGER’S PROGRESS: THE LIFE OF FRANCIS
GREENWAY–WITH ALASDAIR MCGREGOR
State library of New South Wales, Sydney
14 April 2015
Francis Greenway was Australia’s first government
architect. Sentenced to death for forgery, then
granted a last-minute reprieve, he was transported
to NSW in 1814. Within a single eventful decade,
Greenway and Governor Lachlan Macquarie
transformed Sydney from a ramshackle convict
garrison into an elegant city. Award-winning author
Alasdair McGregor will discuss Greenway’s
landmark buildings, his meteoric rise and his
complex and fraught relationship with Governor
M a c q ua r i e . w w w . s l. n s w . g o v .a u /e ve n t s /
events_talks/events/A_Forger%
27s_Progress_The_Life_of_Francis_Greenway.ht
ml
EXPLORING KOORI HISTORY
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
16 April 2015
Assistant Protector William Thomas worked
closely with Victoria’s Kulin people in the mid1800s and recorded his experiences, noting names,
drawing maps and describing conversations with
elders. Redmond Barry Fellow and historian Dr
Marguerita Stephens, the State Library’s Koori

Librarian Maxine Briggs, and Jo Ritale, Manager of
Collection Development and Discovery, will
discuss the responsibilities of a collecting
institution and why the Thomas papers are so
valuable for both historians and Aboriginal
Victorians. Selected items will be available to view
following the discussion. www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats
-on/creative-conversations-exploring-koori-history

CELEBRATING SHAKESPEARE
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
23 April 2015
The State Library of NSW is celebrating the birth
of William Shakespeare 451 years ago by
showcasing its rare First Folio titled Mr. William
Shakespeares comedies, histories, & tragedies. Holding 36
of the Bard’s original plays, this valuable volume is
the only known copy in Australia and will be on
display alongside the Library’s copies of the
S e c on d , T h i r d a nd F o u r t h F o l i o s .
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/
celebrating_shakespeare.html
ONE OBJECT, MANY STORIES
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
23 April 2015
An exploration of social history, design and
desirability, as seen through one object from the
Library’s historic collection. www.slv.vic.gov.au/
whats-on/one-object-many-stories

‘THE GOVERNOR’S TRAVELS’:

CROSSING THE BLUE MOUNTAINS WITH
LACHLAN & ELIZABETH MACQUARIE
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
30 April 2015
In April and May this year we celebrate the 200th
Anniversary of Governor and Mrs Macquarie
crossing the new Cox’s Road over the Blue
Mountains to proclaim the town of Bathurst. The
Governor was constantly on the move—to the
Cowpastures, the Illawarra, Lake George, Port
Macquarie, Tasmania and Bathurst—which he
visited twice.
Join Patrick Dodd as he walks in the
Governor’s footsteps from Emu Plains to Mount
York and across country to Glenroy Crossing
where the first church service west of the
mountains was held by the Governor on Sunday,
30th April 1815. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/
events_talks/events/the_governors_travels.html

public history? This seminar examines different
approaches to history and heritage in
contemporary society. Drawing on the State
Library collections, the session will reflect on all
things bibliographic. www.slv.vic.gov.au/makingpublic-histories-treasures-troves

JAMES COOK AND THE
EXPLORATION OF THE PACIFIC
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
1, 8 & 15 May 2015

COLLECTING PULP
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
30 April 2015
Published in vast numbers, provocatively titled,
luridly illustrated and available everywhere, pulps
were literally throwaway literature—accessible to
anyone with a sixpence. Traditionally linked to
romance, crime and science fiction, these cheap
reads covered every genre and subject for a mass
audience. Due to NSW legal deposit legislation,
there is a surprising array of local pulp publications
in the Sate Library’s collections. Come and hear
the story behind their mid-century golden age.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/
out_of_the_vaults_collecting_pulp.html
MAKING PUBLIC HISTORIES: TREASURES AND
TROVES–THE SECRET LIVES OF BOOKS
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
30 April 2015
What part do books and libraries play in making

Paul Brunton presents a three-part specialist
lecture series about Cook’s exploration of the
Pacific. Part 1: ‘The Argonautic Expedition for the
study of nature’: James Cook and Joseph Banks on
HMB Endeavour, August 1768–July 1771.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/
james_cook_pacific_1.html
Part 2: ‘Out of the World’: James Cook and the
search for the elusive southern continent, July 1772
–July 1774. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/
events_talks/events/james_cook_pacific_2.html
Part 3: From the Atlantic to the Pacific and the
apotheosis of James Cook: July 1776–October
1780. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/
events/james_cook_pacific_3.html
HISTORY’S MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENT?
THE 800TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MAGNA CARTA

State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
7 May 2015
The signing of the Magna Carta in 1215 marked an
important step in the movement away from
arbitrary, monarchical rule towards responsible,
constitutional government. By the end of the 18th
century Englishmen had come to believe strongly
in the principles of trial by jury and no taxation

without representation—even if the latter took the
form of virtual representation. These principles
were carried to the colony of NSW and were at the
heart of the movements to establish trial by jury
and representative (or at least consultative)
institutions, which commenced within two decades
of the founding of the colony.
Marking the 800th anniversary of the Magna
Carta’s signing, this day long symposium will
explore the historical and contemporary
significance of this ground-breaking document.
Speakers include Prof. Nick Cowdery, Prof. David
Clark, Prof. John Hirst, Dr Rosemary Laing and
Dr Andrew Tink. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/
e v e n t s _ t a l k s / e v e n t s /
magna_carta_symposium.html

CONTEMPORARY BOOK DESIGN:
PANEL DISCUSSION
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
13 May 2015
Hear a panel of experts discuss the most
interesting and challenging aspects of
contemporary book design and the multitude of
messages that a design can convey.
www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/contemporary-book
-design-panel-discussion

the Resolution, was given to his wife Elizabeth in
England. Ann Flinders treasured a lock of
Matthew’s hair. Blaxland family tokens include
plaited hair bracelets fastened to miniature
portraits. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/
events/out_of_the_vaults_hair.html
___________________

Lord Alfred Douglas. Lyrics. London: Rich & Cowan,
1935. No. 18 of 50 copies, signed by the author. With an
additional author’s inscription on verso of frontis.
Astrolabe Booksellers
www.astrolabebooks.com.au

HAIR
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
27 May 2015
A token of love, devotion and remembrance, hair
was used to fashion necklaces, bracelets and
brooches. Woven hair was incorporated into the
back of miniature portraits, or miniatures were
hung from strings of plaited hair. The Library’s
hair tokens tell intimate stories of love and loss. A
lock of James Cook’s hair, preserved after his
death in a miniature coffin made by the sailors of

L. Russell Muirhead (Ed.). Penguin Guides. 12 issues from
G1 to G13. (Lacking G6). Harmondsworth: Penguin
Books, 1947–50. All in very good condition.
The Antique Bookshop & Curios
www.antiquebookshop.com.au

Nature Prints of the Year
BY

HORACE MAYHEW

(from The Illustrated London Magazine,
No. IV, April 1855)

Inseparable from Good Friday, are the Hot-cross
Buns that we always see smoking on the breakfasttable of that particular morning. It seems that
these buns are extremely old, which says a great
deal for the freshness with which they come back
to us every year. Institutions have decayed,
empires have crumbled away, monuments have
disappeared like scenes in a pantomime, and this
hot-cross bun is apparently the only thing that has
survived them all! Who would say that a cake
contained such seeds of vitality? However,

where Pliny, and Sallust, and Diomedes were in
the habit of resorting for the purpose of enjoying
their hot-cross bun?
A most elaborate disquisition, full of quaint
musty learning, might be written on the history,
past and present, of hot-cross buns; and we are
disinterestedly recommend the subject, giving it by
way of Easter-offering, to the notice of Mr.
Planché, or Mr. Timbs, or Mr. Peter Cunningham.
Suffice it to say that many superstitions are
connected with this very old bun; the venerable
Methuselah of pastrydom. In some of our
counties, great care is taken to preserve some of
them, and, when grated after they are dry, they are
esteemed infallible cures for many diseases. In
many houses, a Good Friday bun is kept for luck.
It is supposed to preserve the building from fire—
so that, if these wonderful virtues were true, a
penny bun would be about the cheapest
investment a Pater-familias could make, for not
only would it keep the doctor from the door, but it
would be as good as a fire-insurance, easily
renewable every year at the mere price of a postage
-stamp. Young ladies are fond of preserving hotcross buns. They puncture the date on its back
with pins, and put it away, like a bag of lavender,

Various (Ed.). Erprobte Rezepte. (Text in German). Berlin:
Maggi Gesellschaft, n.d.(c.1935).
Books for Cooks
www.booksforcooks.com.au

antiquarians assure us that this bun has been
handed down to us from the Greeks; and we must
say that the page of History has served in its turn
to wrap up many a worse thing. For the very word,
bun, we are indebted to the Greek βους, accusative βουν, the original name for sacrificial
cakes. Formerly, they were offered to the gods; we have improved upon that Pagan custom, and
we offer them now to our children, who, you may
depend upon it, eat them not less greedily than the
priests of old.
But there is not the slightest doubt that hotcross buns were picked up at Herculaneum and
Pompeii, rather severely baked, as you can
imagine, after the enormous fire that they had
been subjected to from that monster oven,
Vesuvius. Who knows that each of those towns
did not possess an ‘Original Bun House,’ as
popular in its day as our own ‘Chelsea Bun House,’

A. M. Gordon. The New Domestic Cookery Formed Upon
Principles of Economy; Exhibited in a Plain and Easy Manner, and
Adapted to the Use of Private Families. London: W. Tweedie,
1852. Very scarce.
Bellcourt Books
www.bellcourt.indies.com.au

in their drawers. Whoever keeps one of these
mealy treasures for an entire twelve-month is sure,
it is said, to get married the next; and yet we have
known many a young lady, with a small pyramid of
these buns, grown harder even than man’s
inconstancy, condemned to walk about with her
finger still unfettered with a gold ring. There must
have been some perverse ingredient kneaded, or
rather some good ingredient wanted, in the
manufacture of these faithless buns.
__________________

HARD BUNS
The world’s oldest hot cross bun
was baked 208 years ago on Good
Friday 1807 in Colchester, Essex.
Owner Andrew Munson was given
the antique by an aged neighbour. ‘I
think it’s a miracle it never went
mouldy or fell apart in all these
years,’ he said. ‘You couldn’t eat it though as it is rock
hard—like a ball of concrete.’
(As reported in The Telegraph, 18 April 2014.)

Mrs Campbell Praed. My Australian
Girlhood: Sketches and impressions of bush
life. London: T Fisher Unwin, 1902.
With the author’s signed inscription in
green ink to the tissue guard.
Bradstreet’s Books
bradstreets@bigpond.com

Going to be in Clunes for the Booktown Festival on 2
and 3 May 2015? Several ANZAAB members will be
flying the flag for ethical and expert bookselling.
Check them out before you see anyone else! Program
and more information about the festival available at
clunesbooktown.com.au

Imagining British India 170 Years Ago:
The Cunning Man
Professor Peter Stanley of UNSW Canberra is best known as the author of
Australian military-social histories. But he possesses wider authorial talents, both in
the fields of historical non-fiction—he has written about the history of surgery,
battlefield research, a community’s experience of bushfire, and the military-social
history of British India—and fiction.
Join Peter Stanley and Claudia Hyles, a Canberra writer and reviewer with a
great interest in South Asia, as they discuss how we can imagine ourselves into the
world of the Bengal Army in the 1840s, and into the lives, minds and emotions of an
army whose members left so few traces of their Indian service.
Admission by gold coin donation to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.
6pm, Tuesday 17 March 2015
RSVP: By March 16
Asia Bookroom, Unit 2, 1–3 Lawry Place, Macquarie ACT
Ph: (0)2 6251 5191
www.asiabookroom.com books@AsiaBookroom.com

‘Solar Plexus’ (Will Lawless). The Darcy Story. From
blacksmith’s apprentice to world’s champion boxer. Sydney:
New Century Press, n.d.(c.1920). Scarce.
Berkelouw Books
www.berkelouw.com.au

Discovered a terrific new site? Or want
to share your favourites? Send the links
to admin@anzaab.com.au and we’ll
add them to ANZAAB’s website.

