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A message from the President

NEWS & JOTTINGS

The Melbourne Rare Book Week was again a highlight for book
collectors this year with 45 events taking place across Melbourne,
all of which were free to attend. For many, the highlight was the
Melbourne Rare Book Fair, where ANZAAB members from across
Australia as well as colleagues from overseas joined us to showcase
some truly remarkable treasures. Each day was a busy one at the
fair, and we were so pleased to see collectors travel from far and
wide to attend the Fair and the program of events during the week.
There were a number of curators and librarians who visited from
libraries, galleries and museums, who were enthusiastic in learning
about the offerings and adding to their collections, which is an
indicator of how valued the Book Fair is by collectors and public
institutions.
If you couldn’t make it to Melbourne, or just want a little more fun,
we have good news with the inaugural Sydney Rare Book Week
taking place from 27th October, culminating in the Sydney Rare
Book Fair at the University of Sydney on 1 - 2 November. We are
very fortunate to have the support of the State Library of New
South Wales and the University of Sydney Library so get ready for
some wonderful talks and exhibitions drawing from these rich
collections. Over 20 dealers are currently preparing material to
exhibit at the fair and there promises to be a wide range of material
available. It’s free to attend and next month we will have a special
issue of the ANZAAB newsletter with more details of what’s on
offer.
This year Jonathan Burdon has stepped down as ANZAAB President
and I would like to thank him for his service and express my thanks
that he is remaining on the ANZAAB Board. As the incoming
ANZAAB President, I recently attended a meeting of the
International League of Antiquarian Booksellers (ILAB) in Tbilisi,
Georgia, where the National Associations confer and discuss the
state of the rare book trade internationally. Under the guidance of
ILAB President and former ANZAAB President Sally Burdon, the
focus of this meeting was on the issue of provenance and
ownership, and how the National Associations such as ANZAAB can
work together to address the issues of thefts from libraries, and the
clarification of provenance. ANZAAB will continue to work with
ILAB and public collections in developing policy and strategies in

2019 ANZAAB Sydney
Rare Book Fair
The next ANZAAB Sydney Rare Book Fair has been
announced and will take place on November 1st –
2nd, 2019 at Sydney University Maclaurin Hall,
which long ago housed the original Fisher Library.
It is a fabulous venue! Highlights are starting to
appear on the website, and will feature in the
October edition of the ANZAAB Newsletter.
The Fair will be held in conjunction with the
inaugural Sydney Rare Book Week, organised
jointly by Sydney University and the State Library
of NSW. The programme for Sydney Rare Book is
now available online here.
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addressing this issue, which as leading dealers in
rare books and heritage materials, is one we are
keen to address.

conversation about your collecting interests. The
booksellers make a real effort to hunt out such
interesting and varied books for collectors, we
would love to learn more about your collection and
see if we can help grow it.

ANZAAB is fortunate to have so many booksellers
and their associates who volunteer their time to
help run the Association and host our events, there
are too many to name but without all these
contributions we wouldn’t be able to enjoy the fairs
and other events that we all love. I know the
collectors appreciate these efforts! When you are
next at a book fair or a bookshop, please feel
welcome to say hello to the dealer and have a

We look forward to seeing you at the next book fair,
and in the meantime, happy collecting.
Douglas Stewart
President
Australian & New Zealand Association of
Antiquarian Booksellers (ANZAAB)

Melbourne Rare Book Week 2019
A Retrospective View by Professor Chris Browne,
Program Director, Melbourne Rare Book Week,
August 2019.

The Eighth Melbourne Rare Book Week was held
from Friday 5th July until Sunday 14th July 2019.
Forty-five events were held this year culminating in
the 47th ANZAAB Rare Book Fair at Wilson Hall. This
review is illustrated by the lively sketches of our
official artist, Alissa Duke, who, when she is not

sketching, is a librarian at the Library of the Supreme
Court of Victoria.
MRBW started on the first Friday evening, as is our
custom, with a presentation offered by the C. J. La
Trobe Society, hosted by our long-standing sponsor,
Roy Morgan, at Tonic House. MRBW is pleased to
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acknowledge the on-going support provided to us by
Gary Morgan, Michele Levine and the directors and
staff of Roy Morgan. This year, the C. J. La Trobe
Society presented a talk by Professor Wallace
Kirsop, Books and Readers in La Trobe’s Melbourne.
Professor Kirsop covered the early history of
publishing in Melbourne, both before and after the
establishment of Victoria in 1851. He emphasized
the importance of the somewhat scant early records
that have survived from the 1840s, including lists of
books available from early Melbourne booksellers
and publishers. He also mentioned the importance
to Melbourne’s reading public of books sent from
the London bookseller Edward Linley during the
1840s and 1850s.
On the following Saturday, the weather gods smiled
on A Walk on the Mean Streets. Lucy Sussex, a
member of new MRBW partner, Sisters in Crime,
was assisted by Chris Browne, Vivien Santer and
Linda Longley of the City of Melbourne Libraries in
conducting a walk around the city of Melbourne,
which visited places that feature in the Melbournebased crime novels of Fergus Hume. From the Scots
Church, through Chinatown to the Princess Theatre
and The Melbourne Club, the participants were
entertained by readings from the works of Fergus
Hume at the appropriate sites, together with prints
and photos of Melbourne in the 1880s.

This year saw the return of John Byrne and The
Johnson Society of Australia to MRBW when John,
wearing his Montera hat, presented Bulls, Booze and
Books, his idiosyncratic, and self-confessedly
politically incorrect account of his attempt to revisit
the world of Ernest Hemingway’s Spain,
immortalised in The Sun Also Rises. John, although
representing The Johnson Society here, is a longtime fan and collector of Ernest Hemingway. It

appears that The Great Cham thought little of
bullfighting, as he famously said: “The antiquity of
an abuse is not justification for its continuance.”

Saturday also featured the Curators’ tour of World
of the Book, presented by Des Cowley and Dr. Anna
Welch. The two curators conducted a guided tour on
the ongoing exhibition of World of the Book which is
located in the galleries above the La Trobe Reading
Room in the State Library Victoria. Many of you will
be familiar with, and may have bought or sold, Des
Cowley’s excellent World of the Book which was first
published more than a decade ago. Des and Anna
led their groups around many of the treasures of the
State Library that were on display throughout
MRBW.
The only event of the first Sunday of MRBW was
Browsing the Shelves presented by Shane Carmody
at and on behalf of the Old Treasury Building (OTB).
The presentation was a preview of the new
exhibition at the OTB on the library of Bishop James
Goold, The Invention of Melbourne: A Baroque
Archbishop and a Neo-Gothic Architect, which
commenced on the 31st July. Shane gave an
overview of the book collecting life of Bishop Goold,
emphasizing his taste for the best possible examples
of the titles that he acquired, and the diverse nature
of his book collecting interests both sacred and
secular. Shane commented on how he and his
collaborators are continuing to search for books
which once were part of the Bishop’s library.

Monday began with back-to-back presentations at
The Royal Historical Society of Victoria (RHSV). We
started with Amanda Bede of The Ephemera Society
of Victoria introducing their speaker Colin Silcock,
who presented examples drawn from his collection
of Gippsland Ephemera. Colin’s collection includes
many photos of early settlement in Gippsland,
including rare Stereographs, together with more
modern items such as tourist brochures, postcards
and sporting event memorabilia. He showed us how
simple bills, invoices and receipts could provide a
record of domestic trade and local commerce from
150 years ago. He also had examples of ephemera
relating to the Royal Visits to Gippsland in 1927 and
1954.
After a delicious morning tea, featuring excellent
chocolate cake, the proceedings continued when
Rosemary Cameron of RHSV introduced their
speaker, Past-President of the society Dr. Andrew
Lemon AM, to speak on Treasures from the RHSV
Collection. Dr Lemon reminded the audience that
the RHSV, together with the State Library of Victoria
and the Prahran Mechanic’s Institute Library
represent the three premier collections which
record and preserve the history of the State of
Victoria.
As an example, Dr. Lemon related the story of a
highly unusual and enigmatic book from the RHSV
library, Robert Michael’s On Fencing, published in
Melbourne in 1859. This was not about agricultural
boundary marking, but on the art and sport of sword
fighting. The author of the book seemed highly
obscure at first, but research has revealed that he
was a lithographer working in the Melbourne
printing trade, who also offered instruction on
fencing at a gym in Russell Street. Apparently
fencing was very much in vogue in Melbourne,
following the Crimean war of 1854.

The Melbourne Cricket Club Library hosted the
launch of a new book by Roy Hay titled “Aboriginal
People and Australian Football in the Nineteenth
Century: They did not come from nowhere.” This
book has reignited the debate on the origins and
development of Australian Rules Football in the
second half of the nineteenth century. It has been
much discussed in the Melbourne sporting and
cultural media. Roy Hay recounted the findings of
his research on the early mentions of Aboriginal
footballers in the Trove database, and makes a
strong case that in spite of mainstream prejudice
and bias against aboriginal sports players, there was
a thriving aboriginal participation in football across
Victoria in the first fifty years of the state’s history.
In the final chapter of his book, Roy Hay examined
the case for the indigenous game of Marngrook as
the origin of Australian Rules.

At the Grainger Museum, Dr Heather Gaunt led an
enthusiastic group of attendees through a brief
account of the interests and holdings of the Grainger
Museum in her event Innovations in Percussion. For
most, the highlight of the event was an introduction
to the museum’s current exhibition How it Plays:
innovations in percussion. Participants were able not
only to see some of the huge collection of

percussion instruments that have been assembled
for the exhibition but were also encouraged to try
and play some of them. Much fun was had by all.

Bookplates in Australia was presented by Dr. Mark
Ferson on behalf of the Private Libraries Association
at Tonic House to an enthusiastic and engaged
audience. Mark led us through the history of
Australian bookplates, highlighting some of the
earliest artists and designers in a lavishly illustrated
presentation. He also gave an account of the various
incarnations of the societies that have encompassed
the admirers and collectors of bookplates in
Australia up to the present day, including the
Australian Bookplate Design Competition and
award. There was lively discussion on the topic of
the removal of bookplates from books and the
impact that might have on provenance.

two stories to show just how precarious the fate of
books can be and how rarities can sometimes
emerge.

Tuesday’s offerings started with Theft from
collecting institutions, presented by Maryanne
McCubbin on behalf of Museums Victoria. The event
proved to be so highly popular, that the museum
had to relocate it to a larger lecture theatre, where
the audience was well in excess of 100 people.
Maryanne gave us an historical overview of thefts
from various Australian institutions, including thefts
of books, individual pages and plates and of
museum specimens such as taxidermy items and
animal skeletons. She discussed thefts by insiders
(staff) and outsiders (visitors), and thefts from both
open shelves and closed and special collections. She
suggested that a normal rate of loss due to theft was
around 5%, which was exacerbated by failures to
detect thefts, confusion between theft and
misplacement and a tendency to disregard minor
thefts as “too petty to follow-up”. The talk ended
with a lively discussion session.
The State Library of Victoria presented the intriguing
Library Magic, where librarian Dominique Dunston
shared with the audience some of her deep
knowledge of the W. E. (Will) Alma Collection of all
things magical, and with the assistance of Anna
Welch, demonstrated examples of magic items and
magic books that brought the world of Will Alma
back to life. The collection covers all aspects of
Alma’s life in magic, as a creator and performer of
magic as well as a collector and historian of the art
of magic and congerie.

Shane Carmody’s second talk this year, Second-hand
or Rare? was presented at the Village Roadshow
Theatrette at the State Library of Victoria. We heard
about the disposal of the contents of the private
libraries of Robert Sticht and Carlos Barron
Lumsden, which had very different fates; the former
via the high-profile Hill of Content bookshop and the
latter at Coles Book Arcade. Shane contrasted these

On Tuesday afternoon, at the Baillieu Library, Rare
Books Librarian Susan Millard shared with an
audience of 35 some of the Japanese Wonders that
form part of the Rare Book Collection at the

University of Melbourne. Susan started with some
lovely paper fan designs and some paper Kimono
designs, which were both possibly part of a
salesman’s sample set. Susan’s obvious enthusiasm
and knowledge of this collection continued to show
through some fine hand-painted fabric designs by
Miyaki, some exquisite matchbox designs, printed
board games, beautiful books of landscape paintings
and various designs for official uniforms. Perhaps
the most unusual and arresting item was a 1943
military propaganda picture book which showed
amongst other stirring images in a pseudo-classical
late 19th century Japanese woodblock style, the
Japanese air force bombing Manhattan!

In the evening, Richard Overell spoke on Collecting
Useful Books at The Melbourne Athenaeum Library.
Richard used his many years of experience with the
Monash Special Collections and more recently the
State Library of Victoria to demonstrate a very
interesting area of book collecting, that of collecting
books with a practical or skill-based focus. Richard
surveyed the collecting possibilities from trade
manuals and catalogues through “How to…” books
to more popular manuals aimed at introducing skills
and abilities to a lay readership. Richard showed us
how the passage of time has made many of these
books appealing to our sense of nostalgia and how
several have a visual aesthetic which also appeals to
collectors.

Tuesday evening also saw the first of a series of
three presentations on crime fiction hosted at The
Library at the Dock by the City of Melbourne
Libraries. In Views from Outsiders, Melbourne book
collector Chris Browne discussed four modern crime
writers, all of whom create their crime fiction in

European settings which are not of their native
culture. He described how this gives a different
perspective on those cultures via the outsider’s
viewpoint. He suggested that the books of Donna
Leon, Michael Dibdin, Philip Kerr and Martin Walker
all represent fine reading and good book collecting
opportunities, and that the first editions in dust
jacket could be readily obtained at reasonable cost.

Wednesday morning saw the return of a
presentation on the unique John Emerson
Collection, which had been donated to the State
Library of Victoria in 2015. Des Cowley and Richard
Overell described and showed some of the rare
items from the 16th century that Dr. Emerson had
collected in his focus on material about and around
the time of the English Civil War. We were reminded
how fortunate Melbourne is to have such a
magnificent collection of books pamphlets and
ephemera on such a crucial period of English history.

At the same time on Wednesday morning, RMIT
Design Archives hosted a eponymous presentation
Mimmo Cozzolino on the artist’s ground-breaking
publications on modern Australian graphic art. A
sell-out audience was enthralled to hear Mimmo
describe his work process and artistic development
and to see and hear from the auteur himself how he
had come to develop his unique style of graphic

expression through drawing, graphic design and
photography. Mimmo showed examples of his art
from publications stretching from the 1970s up until
today.
Around midday on Wednesday, the Melbourne
Cricket Club Library hosted what has now become
an annual event in MRBW, Rare Sports Books,
Ephemera and Magazines, a panel discussion
prompted by a selection of books chosen from the
MCC library collection by MCC librarian David
Studham, and then discussed by prominent sports
journalists and writers Gideon Haig and Russell
Jackson. As usual, the audience filled the space in
the library and was well entertained by the witty and
insightful comments from Gideon and the clever
anecdotes from Rusty Jackson.
On Wednesday afternoon, Melbourne Law School
presented Sir Redmond Barry: The Bibliophile, a
presentation shared by Carole Hinchcliff and
Professor Wallace Kirsop. Carole reminded us that
Barry had received his knighthood not for his
contributions to the law but for his contributions to
culture in Victoria, particularly the establishment
and development of the Public Library, which
became the State Library, the Law Library of Victoria
and the University of Melbourne Library. Professor
Kirsop then went on to discuss Barry’s personal
library, which was sold at auction following his death
in 1881 and attempts to document, catalogue and
reconstruct it. Examples of some of Barry’s books
were on display for the audience to view. Only 100
of the putative 3000 titles in Barry’s library are
currently known.

Wednesday afternoon saw three back-to-back
presentations from Monash University Library that
were all hosted by Tonic House, thanks to our
sponsor Roy Morgan. These started with Dancing
the Alligator Hop, a presentation by Jackie Waylen
on some of the illustrated sheet music covers that
she selected from the University Library’s Special
Collections. Jackie showed how the graphic styles
portrayed on the illustrated covers of sheet music
are a wonderful historical record of changing tastes
across the years. She showed how cover art

progressed (or regressed!) from the earlier
depictions of natural subjects, (flora, fauna and
landscapes) to a focus on portrait photographs of
current star performers, as we descended into the
cults of fame and personality.
The second Monash presentation was The Medieval
Darwin, a thought-provoking talk by Dr. Anne
Holloway, Manager of Special Collections at Monash
University Library, who explored the tensions
between traditional Christian religious belief and
the new Darwinian ideas on Evolution, as
exemplified by the friendship between Charles
Darwin and Charles Kingsley and Kingsley’s writings.
Anne reminded us how Kingsley’s The Water Babies
(1863) used evolutionary ideas that directly flowed
from Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859), and
showed how Kingsley, as an Anglican clergyman,
explored his themes in a medieval framework.
Creationists to this day condemn Kingsley as an
apologist dupe of Darwin.
The final Monash presentation was by Daniel Wee,
who, in The art of punishment, showed how
depictions of punishment, torture and execution
have been used in printed material through the
ages. He shared with us many examples of gruesome
images of human’s inhumanity to other humans.
These were often published to enhance and exploit
the spectacle of actual events of public torture and
executions. He showed us how parts of some of the
images were reused, particularly in cheap, single
page ‘mementos’ of contemporary events of torture
or execution.

Wednesday evening started with graphic novelist
Chris Gooch talking about his second full length
graphic novel Under-Earth, at The Melbourne
Athenaeum Library. Chris showed many images
from his graphic novel and described how he
undertakes to conceive and then create a graphic

novel. It was particularly interesting to hear how to
create a series of images so that the narrative is
carried most effectively by those images with the
minimal use of text. Chis described how to approach
the challenges of character depiction and
development and narrative tension within a graphic
novel. Chris acknowledged the support of the
Victorian Government through Creative Victoria.
Wednesday evening saw the second crime writing
presentation at The Library at the Dock offered by
the City of Melbourne Libraries and Sisters in Crime.
This was The Knife is Feminine, a discussion to
celebrate the centenary of Australian crime writer
Charlotte Jay (aka Geraldine Halls). Carmel Shute, a
co-convener of Sisters in Crime, described how she
had interviewed Charlotte Jay in the 1990s;
Katherine Kovacic, a contemporary Melbourne
crime novelist explained why she has been a longtime admirer of Charlotte Jay; Melbourne book
collector Chris Browne showed some of his
collection of original and scarce editions of Jay’s
books, and Abbe Holmes contributed very emotive
readings from some of Charlotte Jay’s works.

Mike O’Brien presented Juvenile Books on War at
Tonic House on behalf of the Royal United Services
Institute of Victoria (RUSIV). Mike showed the quite
surprisingly large and different range of books
concerning war and conflict that have been
published for children, mainly drawn from the
collection of the RUSIV held at Victoria Barracks in
Melbourne. The material spanned out and out
propaganda, how-to and self-help publications, as
well as pure entertainment, both informative and
escapist. Several of the books that were featured
were in attractive block printed bindings from the
late Victorian, Edwardian and interwar periods,

when authors such as Henty, Brereton and Strang
held sway. Among the Australian books featured
were the “Billabong” volumes that featured the First
World War. Mike also showed “The Story of the
Spitfire”, one of the increasingly scarce Puffin
Picture books which were published during the
Second World War on a military theme.

Thursday morning started with The Birdman and the
Museum, presented by Museums Victoria. Belinda
Borg, Nik McGrath, Gemma Steele and Haley
Webster presented the second session of this
offering which explored the wonderful archive of
material which tells the story of the relationship
between the legendary ornithological publisher
John Gould and the Museum. As well as holdings of
the truly magnificent images of birds that Gould and
his wife produced, the staff of Museums Victoria
shared with the audience wonderful insights into
the Goulds, through the correspondence and paper
records of Gould in the collection. It was no surprise
that both sessions on the Gould collection booked
out within a few days of the release of the MRBW
program.

Dr Anna Welch of the State Library of Victoria (SLV)
presented two sessions on Medieval and early
modern marginalia in the Irving Benson Room at the
SLV. Both were rapidly booked out and audiences
were intrigued to see some of the wonderful
examples of early books from the SLV collection with
individual marginalia that Anna, a renowned expert

on medieval books and manuscripts, was able to
explain and put in context. The evidence left by
historical readers of early books gives us a clear
sense of a linkage to that distant past and adds to
the lustre and appeal of a particular copy of an old
book as a cultural object of individual significance,
as well as a part of our historical heritage.

On Thursday afternoon, Sarah Edwards, the
Heritage Collection Officer of the Library of the
Parliament of Victoria presented Rakish Plundering
or Scientific Enquiry. This was an exploration of the
life and work of the explorer, naturalist and
buccaneer William Dampier (c1651-1715). Dampier
was the first Englishman to explore and map parts of
the Western Australian coastline and to describe
some of its novel flora and fauna. Sarah highlighted
some of Dampier’s work reported in A New Voyage
Round the World (1697) and A Voyage to New
Holland (1703 and 1709) which were said to have
influenced Captain Cook, Joseph Banks, Charles
Darwin and Alfred Russell Wallace. After his
exploration work, Dampier returned to his original
calling and on his third great voyage was pillaging
Spanish galleons again!

Later on Thursday evening, Douglas Stewart Fine
Books presented the Melbourne book launch of
Australian Toys by Luke Jones, who has been a
passionate collector of toys made in Australia for
many years. In this book Luke Jones draws from his
own collection as well as his extensive knowledge to
tell the story of Australian made toys in the first half

of the 20th century. Doug Stewart hosted the event
in his bookshop in High Street Armadale, and the
crowded shop, full of fine people as well as fine
books, was the scene of a highly convivial event,
with many availing themselves of an opportunity to
purchase a signed copy of Luke’s very handsome
book.

This evening also saw the third and final crime event
this year presented by the City of Melbourne
Libraries and Sisters in Crime at The Library at the
Dock. The crime author Katherine Kovacic was in
conversation with Chris Browne in Portraits of Molly
Dean, in which several aspects of the unsolved
murder in Elwood in 1930 of young Melbourne
woman Molly Dean were discussed. Katherine and
Chris outlined the background of the real crime and
discussed its reincarnation in Australian writing over
the last 90 years, including George Johnston’s My
Brother Jack (1964) and Katherine’s own first novel,
The Portrait of Molly Dean (2018). Katherine read
several passages from her book, ending the session
by reading a hilarious parody of art-speak from her
second novel Painting in the Shadows (2019).

In The Extraordinary and the Ephemeral, The
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Victorian History
Library played host to Ellen Coates. The audience

were privileged to hear stories drawn from the
history of Victoria that were based on the very
extensive and valuable collection held by the
Prahran Mechanic’s Institute. The collection
comprises not only books but also many other
documents and objects which help to make up the
fabric of the history of the State and, moreover, add
a human and community perspective to lives and
events that would otherwise be in danger of slipping
from our collective memories. As we heard earlier in
the week, the PMI collection is one of the mainstays
of the historical record of Victoria, particularly the
unofficial history.

Friday’s events started with The Search for the Great
Southern Land presented by Sarah Ryan of the State
Library of Victoria. This exploration of the legends
and then the discovery of Terra Australis was based
upon the wonderful collection of atlases, maps and
charts held by the State Library. In two fully
subscribed sessions, Sarah shared with her audience
the mythology and the actuality of the European
imaginings and then tentative explorations of the
void that existed in the European knowledge of
Australia in previous eras. Sarah revealed in some of
the maps of yesteryear the beauty and elegance of
styles of cartography which have disappeared from
modern maps.
The beauty, value, and utility of institutional
holdings need to be known for the public to be able
to access them. Different approaches and
challenges were discussed by three speakers at
Museums Victoria in Marketing and promotion of
rare books and special collections. Firstly, Gemma
Steele described a study that she has undertaken on
the use of social media in the marketing and
promotion of special collections. Gemma
demonstrated the huge potential of social media for
increasing awareness of collections in both the
public and professional spheres. This was followed
by Nicole Kearney who described the online
digitization project run by the Biodiversity Heritage
Library, a global project to preserve and make

available institutional holdings that relate to
biodiversity. Nicole is presently working at
Museums Victoria which is a leading contributing
organization in this project. Finally, Daniel Wee
described how he set up and runs
@oldbooklibrarian, an Instagram site with more
than 40,000 followers. There was much discussion
following Daniel’s presentation about potential
conflicts between institutional management and
employees over personal Instagram accounts that
may be controversial.

Friday also saw Debra Parry present a talk on Care
and preservation of books and paper items, at the
Genealogical Society of Victoria. Unfortunately, we
do not have access to a report on that event.
Legal Luminaries and their books is the annual event
hosted at the Law Library of Victoria at the Supreme
Court Library. This year the contributors were the
Hon. Justice Joanne Cameron, solicitor Tim
McFarlane and the Director of the Law Library of
Victoria Ms. Laurie Atkinson.
Justice Cameron spoke about the American poet
Emily Dickinson. Her interest in Emily Dickinson
started while she was still a student at MacRoberson
girls High School. Justice Cameron described
Dickinson’s obsession with death and dying, and her
experimental use of language.
Tim MacFarlane, a solicitor who specializes in
commercial law, is a book collector and selfdiagnosed bibliomaniac. He discussed three areas of
his collection; Biggles books, which started as gifts
from his uncle; Sir Thomas More, on whom he has
more than fifty books, and whose cell at the Tower
of London he was able to visit; and Miles Franklin
Award winners, which he has a complete collection
in first edition.
Laurie Atkinson, who is the Librarian of the Supreme
Court Library talked about the Classics Room, a
collection largely compiled by Sir Redmond Barry.

Barry expected those learned in the law should also
be learned in other fields. One of the treasures
mentioned was Leaves from Our Journal of Our Life
in the Highlands, donated and signed by the author,
Queen Victoria, in 1868.

To continue with the crime theme, this year saw the
first appearance of the Public Record Office of
Victoria (PROV) as a MRBW partner. In True crime in
the archives, Tara Oldfield, the communications
officer of PROV, gave an overview of their holdings
and how they can be accessed by the public. Then
Michael Shelford, who runs Melbourne Historical
Crime Tours, gave a very lively presentation, based
on records held by PROV. This focused on the life
and criminal career of Leslie “Squizzy” Taylor, one of
Melbourne’s most notorious criminals of the first
quarter of the 20th century. The records comprised
official police and court records as well as
contemporary newspaper accounts of Taylor’s life,
crimes and death.
The final event on Friday was Ten enemies of the
book presented by Alice Cannon from Museums
Victoria. Alice described some of her work as a
conservator at Museums Victoria, where she is
faced with the daily task of protecting, repairing and
saving books damaged by the ravages of water, fire,
light, heat, infestation and random acts of human
carelessness. She described how books can
sometimes be saved by conservators but may also
sometimes be lost. Alice illustrated her talk with
examples of sadly less-than-perfect, traumatized
books from the collection of Museums Victoria.
The final event of MRBW2019 was a workshop held
at the Baillieu Library on Sunday that was hosted by
The Bibliographical Society of Australia and New

Zealand. The workshop, Hand-press period books
from the 18th century, was run by Patrick Spedding
as a guide for those who are interested in the
practical aspects of collecting, identifying,
authenticating, collating and establishing the
provenance of 18th century hand-press books. The
session was fully subscribed and attracted an
attentive and engaged set of participants. In
addition to the events described above, a series of
daily readings for children Classic Storytimes was
offered by the City of Melbourne Library Service at
all six of its branches. A display of crime fiction books
from the collection of the Footscray Mechanics
Institute Library, Who Dunnit? Who Wrote it? was
presented at The Library at the Dock by the City of
Melbourne Library Service. The State Library of
Victoria also showcased its on-going exhibition
Word of the Book.
Melbourne Rare Book Week culminated as usual
with the ANZAAB Melbourne Rare Book Fair, which
was held from Friday 12th July until Sunday 14th July
at Wilson Hall at the University of Melbourne. The
Book Fair is the subject of a separate report in this
newsletter.
In conclusion, Melbourne Rare Book Week has been
generally regarded as successful again in 2019 and
more of our events than ever were fully booked in
advance.
One sad note was the cancellation of the event
Scattered Leaves: Medieval Manuscript Fragments
in Australian and New Zealand Collections that was
to have been presented by Dr Rose Faunce from the
Australian National University. This was due to the
tragic sudden death of Dr Faunce’s husband,
Professor Tom Faunce, on the first weekend of Rare
Book Week.
In a recent editorial in The Age on literary festivals in
Melbourne, MRBW got a nice mention as “the
glorious Rare Book festival”. Not quite the correct
title, but nice recognition non-the-less.
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Melbourne Rare Book Fair Report
Report on the 47th Australian Antiquarian Book Fair presented by ANZAAB at Wilson Hall at The University of
Melbourne, Friday 12th July to Sunday 14th July 2019.

The 47th Australian Book Fair featured thirty-five
local and international exhibitors who offered the
usual diverse and interesting array of books, art,
prints and printed ephemera to an enthusiastic and
of course discerning audience of browsers and
purchasers. This report represents a personal and
therefore biased view of what caught my eye and
interest at the fair.

The Dickens manuscript is a very scare item, as
almost all the manuscripts of Dickens works are now
held by institutions; Pickwick Papers is the big
exception as most of the manuscript pages were
destroyed during the process of printing of the parts
issue. However, Charles Hicks, the foreman at the
print shop, decided to save around 35 pages, and
these are the only Dickens manuscript items ever
likely to come to market. Fewer than 6 are said to be
still in private hands. I don’t think there was a buyer
for this item at more than $AUS 200,000.

Proceedings started as usual with the opening
reception at the Baillieu Library, where we were
warmly welcomed on behalf of The University of
Melbourne by Ms. Gwenda Thomas, Director
Scholarly Services and University Librarian. The reply
was given by Dr. Jonathan Burdon in one of his final
duties as President of ANZAAB.

The Barbier painting was “Psyche”, an original
design for one of the famous pochoir plates from
Lucien Vogel’s Gazette du Bon Ton, no. 9 of 1921. It
shows the Greek soon-to-be goddess dressed in a
gown from Maison Worth, the Paris couturier. The
pochoir plates, which are highly collected items, are
still not very hard to find as the edition size was quite
large for a subscription item, and the plates were
only loosely held in the magazine, so very many have
fallen out and have been mounted and framed.
However, original Barbiers are scarce items.

Friday evening was a busy opening session at the
Book Fair, as has normally happened in recent years,
with a large crowd not put off by the less-thanfriendly Melbourne weather. To my mind the layout
of the floor was a slight improvement this year as a
large crossing space had been created about
halfway down the hall, which improved the
circulation of people. My eye was immediately
caught by two quite different items; a page of
Dickens’ manuscript of Pickwick Papers at Peter
Harrington’s stand and a stunning original
watercolour and gouache by George Barbier at
Douglas Stewart Fine Books.

One of the oldest items that I spotted was a single
page from William Caxton’s Polychronicon
(Westminster, 1482). Interestingly, there were two
of these pages on offer at the Fair, one at Douglas
Stewart Fine Books and the other at John Windle
from San Francisco. Polychronicon, a strange
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mixture of history and mythology is one of those
rare items where more manuscript copies, usually in
seven volumes, are known than complete printed
copies (in eight volumes). The Douglas Stewart page,
the finer of the two on offer, sold at the Fair.

particularly Albert’s Maurice Sendak collection,
which was sufficiently rich and important that Kay
issued a very nice individual catalogue describing
and showing these items. For those collectors
interested in children’s books, this collection was a
highlight of the Fair. Many of the items had
inscriptions, and for me the standout was a copy of
the 25th anniversary edition (1988) of Sendak’s most
famous book Where the Wild Things Are, signed by
Sendak and containing a loosely inserted original,
signed drawing by Sendak of a Wild Thing.
Harbeck Rare Books had a very rare item of early
Melbourne printed literature in four volumes of
Melbourne Punch for 1856, 1857, 1860 and 1861, all
bound by Detmold. These volumes span the period
when Nicholas Chevalier was a cartoonist for
Melbourne Punch; he was probably its most famous
contributor. One of Chevalier’s paintings became
the first artwork created in Australia to be acquired
by the new National Gallery of Victoria in 1864.

Nick Dawes (Grant’s Bookshop) had some lovely
examples of Victorian literature on offer,
particularly several first editions of Anthony
Trollope that were beautifully bound, including a
very nice 2 volume finely-bound copy of the first
edition of Orley Farm (1862), with its splendid
illustrations by Millais and a fine 2 volume rebound
copy of the first edition of He Knew he was Right
(1969). Nick also had a complete Wonderland
postage stamp case (1890), one of the hardest Lewis
Carroll items to find intact and in good condition.
Interestingly, Kay Craddock also had a very
attractive item of Carrolliana on display; a complete
set of late 19th century Alice playing cards in their
original box. I believe that both of these “Alice”
items sold at the Fair.

Kay Craddock also had on offer some more items
from the personal library of the late Albert Ullin,

As well as the page of Polychronicon mentioned
above, John Windle also had a number of very fine
books on offer. As well as copies of books by William
Blake, John Windle’s special love, including an
impressive copy of the 1885 limited edition by Muir
of Songs of Innocence and Experience with hand
coloured facsimile plates by William Muir, he also
had an exquisite miniature edition (1878) of Dante’s
La Divina Commedia, lacking its original tiny box, but
housed in a new one. I also particularly liked the first
edition, in book form in a variant binding, of A Tale
of Two Cities (1859), the scarcest Dickens novel in
first edition in book form except for Great
Expectations.
Louella Kerr had an impressive first edition of
Captain Fitzroy’s Narrative of the Surveying
Voyages… (1839) splendidly bound in modern red
half calf into four volumes. The third volume is of
massive significance as it contains the first published
version of Darwin’s account of the voyage of the

Beagle, published as Journal and Remarks 18321836 by Charles Darwin Esq. MA. There was also
another copy of this edition on offer at the fair.
Louella also showed three fine examples of books
illustrated by Edmund Dulac The Tempest (1908),
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (nd) and Princess
Badoura (1913). Louella also had three nice “Spy”
prints from Vanity Fair, including one of Sir Edmond
Barton, Australia’s first prime minister and one of
Oscar Wilde. She also had a nice early piece of NSW
historical ephemera in an 1819 land grant to D’Arcy
Wentworth (of recent notoriety as a possible,
though unlikely, model for Jane Austen’s Mr. Darcy),
signed by Lachlan Macquarie.
John Sainsbury seemed to be doing good business as
his stand was crowded and busy on every occasion
that I tried to approach it! I noted that he had three
nice first editions of C S Lewis’ Narnia books in dust
wrappers; alas not The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe which I am still looking for an acceptable
wrapper. John also had a full set of The Press Art
School folders (1918) of Percy Bradshaw, which are
wonderful teaching examples of the working
methods of leading book illustrators of the late
Victorian and Edwardian eras. John also had a very
good, two volume first edition copy of English Books
1475-1900 A Signpost for Collectors (1927) by F. J.
Harvey Darton and Charles Sawyer. This book is of
great interest to those who wish to understand the
history of English book collecting in previous
generations.

Hamish Alcorn and Dawn Albinger at Archives Fine
Books had some impressive Charles Dickens items.
These included three nice examples of uniformly

rebound first editions of Dickens novels; Bleak
House (1853), Little Dorrit (1857) and The Mystery of
Edwin Drood (1870), and I believe, another title
which had sold before I arrived at the stand. They
also had the first edition of Pickwick Papers (1837),
with the extra plates by “Samuel Weller”, aka
Thomas Onwhyn, and a complete first edition set of
the unbound parts issue of Little Dorrit (1855-1857).
They also had a beautifully bound six volume set of
the novels of Jane Austen, each volume with sixteen
illustrations in colour by Charles Brock.
I admired the impressive offerings of various items
with impressive oriental illustrations from both Sally
Burdon at Asia Bookroom and at Kagerou Bunko, the
latter attracting some attention on Saturday with
several of their more erotic Japanese illustrations. I
also noted a steady interest in the ephemera on
offer by Mark Burgess at Mark’s Book Barn. Michael
Treloar Antiquarian Books also had a very
interesting pair of French first editions of the two
Winnie the Pooh books, Histoire d'un Ours Commeca and La Maison d'un Ours Comme-ca (both 1946),
with dedications by the translator Jacques Papy to
his friend and colleague Jean Guivarc’h.
The Book Fair also featured several print and map
dealers. The stand that took my eye, given my
literary bias, was Daffydd Davis’s Sebra Prints.
Daffydd had a nice c1860 print of a controversial
sketch, purportedly by Phiz in 1837, of a young
Charles Dickens seated by a table. Opinions vary
among Dickensians as to whether the sketch is
authentic or an 1837 forgery. Daffydd also had a
spectacular mid-19th century steel engraving of a
portrait of Lord Byron looking appropriately Byronic.
Elsewhere, Andrew Leckie had some lovely
examples of medieval manuscript pages at Littera
Scripta, and Louis and Susie Kissajukian had a fine
selection of attractive prints and several very
tempting maps on offer.

Finally, I should mention that as an experiment, I ran
the two tours of the Book Fair for small groups (six
on Saturday morning and nine on Sunday morning).
The tour took one hour (Saturday) and one hour 15

minutes (Sunday), and were intended as an
introduction to the fair for people who had not
visited or had not purchased books at a book fair
before. From my perspective, they were quite
successful, if exhausting, and I have received
positive feedback from the attendees, or should I
call them tourists! I did observe three of them
making purchases after the tours had ended. I would
be interested in any feedback from the exhibitors.
I would like to acknowledge Alissa Duke, the official
sketch artist for Rare Book Week for providing her
wonderful sketched impressions of the Book Fair.
Professor Chris Browne, convenor, Melbourne Rare
Book Week.

Booked Out! Provenance, Theft and Forgery
Symposium A Great Success
Report by ILAB President Sally Burdon.
offered us a venue and additionally they offered to
video the proceedings, both without charge. The
videoing of the day meant that in addition to the
attendees present in New York at the time there was
a potential worldwide audience.

ILAB President Sally Burdon and Rob Rulon Miller, Session 4:
It is Not Always Straight Forward.

View the Symposium Online Here.
In March 2019 the International League of
Antiquarian Booksellers (ILAB), the Antiquarian
Booksellers Association of America and The Grolier
Club hosted the symposium Who Owned This?
Libraries and the Rare Book Trade Consider Issues
Surrounding Provenance, Theft and Forgery. The
Grolier Club, one of the most prestigious book
collectors’ clubs in the world, clearly the most
appropriate place to hold this event, generously

Symposium Touched a Chord
Issues of provenance, theft and forgery are clearly
major concerns for both the library and bookselling
communities. In the past there have been other
events arranged to discuss these issues but what
immediately made Who Owned This? stand out was
that this was an antiquarian book trade driven
initiative, rather than one originating in the
institutional world. The moment the first
announcement of the symposium was made we
were delighted to be booked out almost
immediately. Managing the waiting list became one
of ILAB Executive Secretary, Angelika Elstner’s, most
time-consuming tasks!
Speakers Covered a Very Wide Range of Topics …and
it was by no means all serious…
We were fortunate with our speakers, each expert
in their different fields. They spoke very well and we
managed to cover a great deal in just a few short

hours. Watch the videos and you will see that
although the day was all about very serious issues
there was still time for several light moments and
quite a few revelations, and most importantly,
sound advice. Of course, there was a great deal
more that could have been said but we always knew
we couldn’t solve the problems on the day. Rather
this would be a forum where issues were raised, and
all attending would be better informed about the
problems.
View the Talks from the Comfort of Your Own Home
Who Owned This? Libraries and the Rare Book Trade
Consider Issues Surrounding Provenance, Theft and
Forgery is now available on-line for you to watch:
just follow this link. The symposium can be watched
in half hour segments making it easy to fit into your
life. For booksellers, librarians and collectors it is
essential viewing! The issues discussed at this
symposium are becoming of increasing concern. As
a member of the ILAB committee I have noticed that
unpleasant situations are created, or at least
exacerbated, by a lack of understanding of these
areas. Guard yourself against problems, make sure
you are informed! It may be by watching these
videos that you will get a better understanding of
how libraries and auction houses treat these tricky
issues and also learn how insurers see them. Maybe,
if you are a bookseller, it will be hearing the book
purchasing system that Pom Harrington ensures is
carried out in his business and comparing it with
your own method. There is much to learn for all of
us.
Videos a Useful Training Resource for Library
Professionals
I sent the link to the symposium videos to librarians
and within 24 hours heard back from two high
profile libraries (one in the US and one in Australia)
that they are intending to show the videos to staff
and run a discussion afterwards. I replied
encouraging them to keep in communication with us
on this topic. This is a dialogue we want and need to
have!

Let’s Work Together to Stop Theft! We need your
help. Booksellers, librarians and collectors must
work together to make it very difficult to sell stolen
books. The best way to do this is to report any theft
without delay. Send an email with all the details to
the ILAB secretariat at secretariat@ILAB.org. The
stolen item will be added to the Stolen Books
Database and nearly 1700 booksellers worldwide
will receive an email notifying them of the theft
without delay. Theft is an international problem.
Something can be stolen in Sydney today and sold in
London tomorrow – let’s spread the word about
stolen items and make it very difficult for thieves to
sell their booty – our books!
PROGRAMME OF WHO OWNED THIS?
9am: Introduction by Sally Burdon, ILAB President
& Welcome by Daniel de Simone (Moderator of the
Symposium)
1. David Zeidberg: Why Marks of Ownership Still
Matter: The Stephen Blumberg Case.
2. Jonathan Hill: This could happen to you.
Misadventures in Germany
3. Margaret (Meg) Ford: Grey Matter - Detecting
Stolen Books in Circulation.
4. Rob Rulon Miller & Pom Harrington: It is Not
Always Straight Forward.
5. Christopher Marinello: Rare Books and
Manuscript Theft: Registration, Research, and
Recovery
6. Dorit Straus: Rare books, incunabula, map plates:
Can insurance play a role in loss prevention and
curbing thefts?
7. Michael E. Salzman: You Call It ‘Provenance’; I
Call It ‘Chain-of-Title’
8. Jim Hinck: "Provenance Meets Big Data - Do they
have a future together?”

OTHER INTERNATIONAL NEWS…
Famous Tokyo bookstore Toho Books closed its
doors in June this year, but it was not the end of the
story for the books or their 90-year-old seller, Kan.

Follow this link to the story:
Final chapter for legendary bookstore.

THE ARCHIVES FINE BOOK COLLECTING PRIZE
their collections. Things which seem common and
unimportant to one generation can assume
enormous significance over time and in a curated
context. Young collectors can preserve things that
might otherwise be lost. This is what we aim to
ensure for the future.” Dawn Albinger, Archives Fine
Books.
Why Brisbane? Brisbane is not as well known for its
book collecting as Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide
and we often hear that there are no “real” collectors
in Queensland. However, we meet young collectors
every day in our Brisbane bookstore and want to
actively encourage them to take their quiet
obsessions seriously.
Bibliophiles of all ages gathered at the launch.

Archives Fine Books is delighted to announce the
launch of Australia’s first book collecting prize for
young people. From 2020 an annual prize with a
combined value of over $1000 will be awarded for
an outstanding book collection conceived of and
built by a young collector of the Greater Brisbane
region up to the age of 35 years. The prize
acknowledges a young Brisbane collector and aims
to encourage them in their pursuits.
“A personal library is a reflection of who you are and
who you want to be, of what you value and what you
desire, of how much you know and how much more
you’d like to know.” - Michael Dirda in Michael Budman,
Book Collecting Now, 2019, p.20.

Why a book collecting prize? We believe collecting
books and printed material serves a function beyond
individual fascination. People who collect have the
potential to preserve the physical and sometimes
ephemeral traces of human history. And it’s a good
time for young bibliophiles to collect - the internet
makes it possible to find more books than ever and
libraries are being encouraged to let go of large
physical collections.
“This is a great time for young collectors to grow

The Annual Prize will consist of the following:
· A combination of Cash and an ANZAAB Book
Voucher to the value of $500;
· A return flight to the Melbourne Rare Book Fair July
2020;
· A year-long membership to Bibliographic Society of
Australia and New Zealand, registration for
the 2020 BSANZ Conference and an invitation
to contribute a paper about the winning
collection to “Broadsheet”, the BSANZ
newsletter;
· A year-long membership to Book Collectors Society
of Australia.
The Archives Fine Book Collecting Prize was officially
launched by Dawn Albinger and Hamish Alcorn at an
intimate event at Archives Fine Books on Saturday
August 24.
Archives Fine Books thanks our partners in
establishing the Prize: The Bibliographic Society of
Australia and New Zealand and The Book Collectors
Society of Australia.

For more information visit Archives Fine Books or contact
Dawn Albinger: dawn@archivesfinebooks.com.au

ENQUIRE WITHIN: Anah Dunsheath
1. As a child, what did you want to be when
you grew up?
I was born in Auckland, and as a bit of a tomboy, I
was more interested in climbing trees, athletics,
swimming, cricket, skiing etc, than study. Perhaps
early signs of becoming a collector manifested while
exploring the beaches and coastline, saving rare
shells and geological specimens. I had no thoughts
on a career path.
2. What was your first job?
My first holiday job as a student was in a factory,
machining the ends on heavy paper rubbish bags at
NZ Forest Products ltd.

As a founding member of ANZAAB (the ‘NZ’ in our
association’s logo), my first shop was in Queen’s
Arcade. We later relocated to 6 High St in central
Auckland, where we have been for the last 35 years.
Now despite the shop being officially open only one
day a week, we do not lack enthusiasm! We are
constantly cataloguing & researching for our new
website behind the scenes. We offer viewing by
appointment at other times and bulk sales are
encouraged.
We hold a specialist stock of early exploration,
voyages, travels, military & political history, science,
natural history, sports, finely bound literature, early
maps, photographs, ephemera and much more.
However, there are items that I cannot bear to sell!
I find myself asking the question, ‘Can a collector be
a good bookseller? I’m still not sure. Is being a bit of
a collector, as a bookseller, going against the spirit
of the game? Or if better accumulations are held and
added to, it keeps one fascinated by bookselling for
longer?
Anah Dunsheath Antiquarian Booksellers
6 High Street, Auckland 1010, New Zealand.
Tel. +64 21 934 016
New website: https://www.rarebooks.co.nz/

3. Why did you become a bookseller?
As a teenager, while studying at Auckland
University, I worked part time in Rare Books owned
at the time by Barbara Grigor-Taylor. Abandoning
study, I ran the same bookshop for a year, and when
it was sold to new owners, it opened my eyes to the
possibilities.
During this time I privately bought a large scholarly
collection which I sold from my mother’s garage.
Having saved some money, I went with friends
overseas, and did a stint at Maggs Bros in London,
working in the travel section. Besides the attraction
and importance of many of the books I handled, I
liked the business side of bookselling.
Once back in New Zealand, 45 years ago, working
from home, I started doing the rounds of garage
sales and home visits every day, enabling a painfully
gradual build-up of good stock.

4. What is one piece of advice that you would
give to:
a)

A beginning bookseller?
Work hard at looking around at garage,
charity & auction sales, and got to bookfairs.

b) A beginning book collector?

Don’t buy incomplete copies, or if buying
20th century literature don’t buy those
without dust wrappers.

ANZAAB
The Australian and New Zealand Association of Antiquarian Booksellers
www.anzaab.com
For further information about ANZAAB
contact
Jӧrn Harbeck ANZAAB Secretary
admin@anzaab.com

ANZAAB is affiliated with the International League of Antiquarian Booksellers

www.ilab.org
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