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NEWS & JOTTINGS

This edition of The ANZAAB Newsletter presents an illustrated overview of
the 2016 Melbourne Rare Book Week (MRBW) program, which is convened
annually by ANZAAB with events hosted by its partners, including
institutional libraries, literary and historical societies and bookshops
throughout Melbourne.

Melbourne Rare Book Week
2017

Sponsorship is pivotal to the running of MRBW and we are grateful
for the ongoing support of the University of Melbourne, Ellikon, and
Roy Morgan Research, as well as our venue sponsors, Morgans at 401
and Tonic House. We have also been delighted to welcome Evan Evans
as a sponsor this year—the retractable MRBW banners and Book Fair
signage they provided were effective in adding a new dimension in
public recognition to MRBW. We thank all our sponsors.
This year we had two MRBW Ambassadors—Professor Chris Browne,
who assisted Convenor Kay Craddock in co-ordinating the program,
and Alissa Duke, an Urban Sketcher who used her considerable artistic
talent to record the events she attended. Between them, Chris and
Alissa attended over 20 of the 55 events and they both also presented
their own events in the program. This report is based upon their
experiences. Partners have also reported strong attendances at the
many other events.
Free admission to all events ensures the participation of a wide and
diverse section of the community, including young people. This also
makes it difficult to provide precise attendance figures. However,
based on bookings, venue capacity and front of house observations,
we believe the program attracted approximately 5,000 attendances,
including around 2,400 visits to the Melbourne Rare Book Fair.
MRBW culminated in the Melbourne Rare Book Fair, referred to above,
which was held at Wilson Hall at The University of Melbourne from
Friday 22 July until Sunday 24 July. During the previous four years the
Book Fair has coincided with the Open House Melbourne program,
which brings several thousand people to the University of Melbourne
campus. This year the Book Fair was held the week prior to Open House
Melbourne and although this year’s attendance figure is approximately
600 fewer than 2015, it does prove that the Book Fair has a strong
following as a stand-alone event. One of the overseas visitors to the
Book Fair was Anthony Tedeschi, who is Curator Rare Books and Fine
Printing, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington New Zealand. Anthony
is also Vice-President of the Bibliographical Society of Australia and
New Zealand. His Book Fair blog, recently published online by The Fine
Book Blog, is included at the end of this report.

Jonathan Burdon am
President, ANZAAB

ANZAAB is pleased to announce the
dates for next year’s program:

Melbourne Rare Book Week
30 June–9 July
incorporating

Melbourne Rare Book Fair
7–9 July
ILAB CONGRESS & ILAB BOOK FAIR —
BUDAPEST, 21–25 September 2016
The 42nd ILAB Congress and 26th ILAB
International Antiquarian Book Fair
will be organized by the Hungarian
Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association.
Several ANZAAB members will be
attending the Congress, including Sally
Burdon and Martin Nagle, and Jonathan
Burdon and Kay Craddock. A report of
the meeting will be included in the next
edition of The ANZAAB Newsletter.

for information about ANZAAB, contac t admin@anzaab.com

rare book week report
The Launch
Monday 23 May
MRBW 2016 was launched this year by Kate Torney, the CEO of State Library Victoria on Monday 23 May
at Tonic House, in Flinders Lane Melbourne. The launch was hosted by Roy Morgan Research and the
venue by Michele Levine.

The Program
This report was compiled by Melbourne Rare Book Week Ambassadors Professor Chris Browne and
Alissa Duke. The drawings are all by Alissa and the photos mostly by Chris. They have only commented
directly on those 25 of the 55 events that they attended between them.
Thursday 14 July
Rare Books and Rare Tales of Australia’s Orient. The Roy Morgan Annual Rare Book Week Lecture
The opening evening event for MRBW in 2016, was hosted by Gary Morgan on behalf of Roy Morgan
Research at Morgans at 401. The presenter was Professor David Walker, a historian who has held the
BHP Chair of Australian Studies in Beijing, and his topic was “Rare Books and Rare Tales of Australia’s
Orient”. Professor Walker examined some of the many different ways that Australians have written
about Asia in the past. In particular, he discussed some of the key books which comment upon the rise
of Asia in the late nineteenth century and its implications for
possible threats to Australia. Among these books are invasion
stories, spy stories and travellers’ tales. One intriguing title
was “The Battle of Mordialloc”, written in the 1880s to awake
readers to the possibility of invasion of Victoria by combined
forces from Japan, China & Russia. Although the audience
was only around 25 people, the presentation was very well
received and prompted lively discussion over refreshments
following the talk.

Also on Thursday 14 July
•

Preservation of Photographs, Books and Paper-based items. Presented by the Genealogical
Society of Victoria

Friday 15 July
Books from a Turbulent Time. Presented by The C. J. Latrobe Society

The third event of the week was “Books from a Turbulent Time”, a talk by Des Cowley and Richard
Overell from State Library Victoria, hosted by Roy Morgan Research at Morgans at 401. The presenters
discussed the John Emmerson Collection, the single greatest bequest of rare books that the State Library
of Victoria has received. They shared, with an audience of 80 people, some fascinating items from
this extraordinary donation of 17th and 18th century material, which relates primarily to the political
and military history of English Civil War in books, letters, documents and broadsheets. We were all
particularly entranced by the account of the politics and propaganda that surrounded Prince Rupert’s
dog, and impressed by the provenance of the Collection, which included items that had belonged to King
Charles I himself. Lively conversation was enjoyed at the end of the presentation, when refreshments
were served.
Saturday 16 July
Rare Book Discovery Day. Presented by Melbourne Museum

During the morning of Saturday 16 July, the Museum Victoria hosted their annual Rare Book Discovery
Day, where members of the public were invited to bring in their treasures for examination and valuation
by a panel of experts from the rare and antiquarian book trade. A steady stream of visitors presented a
range of interesting and varied books for appraisal.
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Caring for Your Collections, and Bones, Stones and Tombs. Presented by Melbourne Museum
On Saturday morning, the Museum also hosted “Caring for Your Collections” with Belinda Gourley, who
spoke about the conservation and preservation of paper-based artefacts, including photographs and in
the afternoon, the Museum presented “Bones, Stones and Tombs” with Dr Erich Fitzgerald, who spoke
about the role of books in the hunt for fossils and other field studies.
A Walk on the Mean Streets. Presented by Melbourne Library Service
A Walk on the Mean Streets on Saturday afternoon
was a two-hour guided walk through the City and
East Melbourne to experience the seamy side of
Melbourne, as revealed by the writing of Fergus
Hume, author of The Mystery of a Hansom Cab
in 1886. Fortunately, the weather was warm,
sunny and windless, which enabled the nearly
40 participants to enjoy a literary exploration of
late Victorian Melbourne, ably guided by Dr Lucy
Sussex with the assistance of Professor Chris
Browne, both in period costume, and Ms Fiona
Campbell. The walk was illustrated by readings
from the works of Fergus Hume and finished at
East Melbourne Library in George Street, East
Melbourne, opposite to the house where Fergus
Hume lived, with an interview with the ghost of
Fergus Hume.
Also on Saturday 16 July
•
•

A Highland Jaunt in the Footsteps of Johnson. Presented by The Johnson Society of Australia
Keeping the Originals. Presented by the State Library User Organisations’ Council and
State Library Victoria

Sunday 17 July
Penguins on Parade. Presented by Melbourne Library Service
On Sunday 17th July, The Melbourne Library Service hosted “Penguins on Parade”, at the Library at
the Dock. This was a talk by the book collector Chris Browne on collecting Penguins, which covered in
brief the history of Penguin Books in the UK and Australia, and suggested some avenues for starting a
collection of Penguin books, focussing on those published prior to 1970. About 75 people attended and
the talk was accompanied by a week-long exhibition of some of the Penguins from Professor Browne’s
personal collection. Ivy Tran from the Melbourne Library Service assisted with the presentation and
exhibition.

Also on Sunday 17 July
•

Reminiscences of Second Hand Bookshops in Melbourne 1917–2015. Presented by Old
Treasury Building

Monday 18 July
700 Years of Dante. Presented by State Library Victoria
“700 years of Dante” was presented by Dr Anna Welch in the Rare Books Department of the State Library
to a strictly limited audience of fifteen people. Anna talked about and showed a range of volumes,
both related to and inspired by, Dante’s “La commedia” from the 16th century up until modern times.
Illustrated old editions were passed around the table on cushions for the audience to view, while Anna
discussed their significance. It is a pity that the intimate format of this very interesting session makes it
impossible to allow many more people to attend, but the thrill of seeing the actual books close-up is far
more engaging than simply viewing slides of images of the books.

Marvellous Melbourne and its Publishers. Presented by The Bibliographical Society of Australia
and New Zealand
This talk was presented by Dr Lucy Sussex at the Melbourne Cricket Club Library on behalf of The
Bibliographic Society of Australia and New Zealand, and covered aspects of the history of the publishing
trade in ‘Marvellous Melbourne” of the 1880s. Despite the loss of the archival records of most of
Melbourne’s publishers of the late 19th century, Lucy Sussex has managed to unearth a lot of information
about publishing and the book trade in Melbourne, by gleaning the surviving records, especially from
books and newspapers of the period which have survived and are now often available in digital form.
Her talk was centred on the history of the publication of The Mystery of a Hansom Cab in 1886, and other
activities of the entrepreneur Frederick Alfred Trischler and his employer the publisher W S Inglis & co.
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You Can’t Draw in Books. Presented at the City Library by Melbourne Library Service
Queen Elizabeth I in a
history book

Apples and Pears in a
law book

This was an exhibition of drawings and sketching in old books by Alissa Duke, set in the context of the
history of the illustration of books by Chris Browne. The exhibition ran for the whole of Melbourne Rare
Book Week, and on Monday 18th July, Alissa and Chris, assisted by Linda Longley from the Melbourne
Library Service, hosted a guided tour of the exhibition to a group of about 30 attendees. Following a
brief account of the history of books produced by writing and drawing, the attendees were invited to
view the drawings and were invited to think about their reactions to the images in the context of the
page that they were drawn on, as well as challenged to reflect on the taboos about drawing and writing
in books.
Also on Monday 18 July
•
•

Banned Books Exposed: The 2016 Foxcroft Lecture. Presented by State Library Victoria
The Battle of Books: The RUSIV’s Fromelles Collection. Presented by Royal United Services
Institute of Victoria

Tuesday 19 July
John Lewin: Colonial Birdman. Presented by State Library Victoria
Alisa Bunbury gathered a small group of fortunate people around a table in the McArthur Gallery of the
State Library to view John Lewin’s Birds of New South Wales, published in 1813. This was the first natural
history book and the first illustrated book printed in Australia. We heard about the story of Lewin’s early
natural history illustrations and this rare publication, and viewed other amazing illustrated bird, animal
and insect books illustrated by John Lewin and other early Australian illustrators.

Illustrated Books. Presented by Monash University Library
On Tuesday 19th July, at Monash University Law Chambers in Lonsdale Street, Stephen Herrin presented
an account of the history of book illustration, illustrated by images taken from the Rare Book Collection
of Monash University. An audience of 20 people heard about and saw a remarkable series of printed
images that adorn some of the treasures from the Monash collection. Stephen explained to the
audience some of the techniques used to produce illustrated books over nearly 500 years and lead us
through the progression from simple woodcuts to some glorious examples of full colour printing of
more modern times.

The Tyranny of Distance. Presented by Monash University Library

I have to admit that from a personal perspective, this event presented by Professors Graeme Davison
and Geoffrey Blainey AC was the one that I was most looking forward to in the whole week, and the
audience of some 70 people in the Monash Law Chambers was not disappointed. Geoffrey Blainey
shared with us some of his memories about the genesis of the book, which was first published 50 years
ago by Sun Books in Melbourne. He told us how it had been rejected by Penguin Books and how he
himself did not like the title initially, although he has now come to like it!
Graeme Davison gave an excellent account of the place of the book in
Australian history and of its influence on how historians came to think
about Australian history. His also gave the audience an appreciation of
Geoffrey Blainey’s stature in the recording of Australian history. Both
presenters answered questions from the audience to end a memorable
session. The audience was spellbound throughout.
Murder in the Library. Presented at the Kathleen Syme Library by Melbourne Library Service
This panel discussion event was hosted by the Melbourne
Library Service, in particular Justine Hanna, and was
moderated by Professor Chris Browne. A panel of three
experts discussed the distant past (Dr Lucy Sussex), the
immediate past (Associate Professor Derham Groves) and
the present and future (Ms Emma Viskic) with respect to
women crime writers in Melbourne. A full house of more
than 60 people was present. Lucy Sussex discussed the
almost unknown writer Mary Fortune, who wrote serialised
crime fiction in Victoria for 40 years in the late 19th and early
Lucy Sussex at Mary Fortune’s Grave
20th centuries. Lucy described how she had recently found
Photograph courtesy The Age newspaper
Mary Fortune’s unmarked grave. Derham Groves told the
audience about the work of June Wright who published six crime novels all set in Melbourne in the
1950s and 1960s, and who has, until very recently been out of print. In the audience were two of June
Wright’s daughters, who gave some personal insights into their mother’s work. Emma Viskic talked
about the approaches that she takes as a woman writing about crime in contemporary Melbourne.
Emma also read two extracts from her first novel ‘Resurrection Bay’ to great effect.
The Macabre Brothers Grimm: The Dark Side of Fairy Tales. Presented at North Melbourne Library
by Melbourne Library Service
The North Melbourne Branch of the Melbourne Library
Service hosted a series of readings from the works of the
Brothers Grimm to a full audience, which was rewarded
for its great attention to the readings by Michelle Moor
and Bernadine Nolen from the library staff with the added
attraction of wine and cheese. As well as the readings,
some of the background and origins of the stories were
revealed. The event was oversubscribed and the large,
enthusiastic audience insisted on encore readings so that
the event went beyond its advertised 1 hour.
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Also on Tuesday 19 July
•
•

Water, Marks and Countenances: Curators’ Floor Talk. Presented by Grainger Museum
Collecting Travel Books. Presented by Melbourne Athenaeum Library

Wednesday 20 July
A Nose for Old Wine Books. Presented by Hince on Wine
In the cellars of the beautiful Armadale Cellars, fourteen of
us were entertained and informed by Michael Hince, wine
writer, broadcaster and historian. Over a glass of wine and
some food we listened as he talked about wine in print in
Australia from the late 1950’s to today. The discussion was
enlivened by the attendance of Fred Pizzini, a well known wine
maker from the King Valley in north central Victoria. The wine
was kindly provided by Phil Hude of Armadale cellars and
the food by Amanda Hince. This was a lovely way to spend a
Wednesday morning.
Rare Sports Books and Ephemera. Presented by the Melbourne Cricket Club Library
A three-man panel, consisting of Russell
Jackson, John Harms and Gideon Haigh,
was interviewed by the MCC Librarian David
Studham in a fascinating session that ran for
more than 90 minutes. David had chosen
a range of interesting items from the MCC
collection and invited the panellists to
comment on them. These ranged from books
to pamphlets and sporting programs to letters
of commendation. A very spirited discussion ensued, with the chosen books and ephemera covering a
range of sports, not just cricket. Golf, horse racing and AFL football were also featured in the discussions,
which were enlivened by many anecdotes told by the panel. The audience of 35 was able to see several
of the items up-close as they were passed around. The session ended with a lively question and answer
session.
A Rare Art Form: Pop-Up Books. Presented by Melbourne Athenaeum Library
This event was presented by Melbourne-based artist Anne Kucera at the historic Melbourne Athenaeum
Library. Anne talked about the world of the Moveable Pop-Up Book. Her own amazingly complex and
inventive books were on display at the Library. We learnt that the audience for early movable books
were adults, not children. The first known movable in a book was created in 1240. Throughout the
centuries they have been used for such diverse purposes as teaching anatomy, making astronomical
predictions, creating secret code, and telling fortunes. It was not until the very late 18th century that
these techniques were applied to books designed for entertainment, particularly for children.

Penguin and the Lane Brothers. Presented by the Book Collectors Society of Australia Victorian
Branch
In this presentation on behalf of The Book Collectors Society of Australia, Dr Stuart
Kells discussed with a small audience his recent book Penguin and The Lane Brothers
on Richard Lane and his role in the evolution and success of Penguin Books. The
story of Richard Lane has been rather neglected in the annals of Penguin Books
until recently, but the collaboration between Stuart and the Lane family, particularly
the daughter and grand-daughter of Richard Lane, who were present in the
audience, has led to this book based on Richard Lane’s diaries and papers. The
story of his early life as a Jackeroo in South Australia was particularly interesting,
and has formed the basis of a second book Outback Penguin. The event was held at
Morgans at 401, with refreshments provided by hosts Gary and Genevieve Morgan.
Also on Wednesday 20 July
•
•
•
•
•

Indigenous Children’s Books. Presented by State Library Victoria
Rare Books and Illuminated Manuscripts from the Prints and Drawings Collection. [and]
Japanese Edo Period Publishing from the Collection. Presented by National Gallery Victoria
Up in Smoke. The colourful history of the Phoenix Fireworks Company in Australia.
Presented by the Royal Historical Society of Victoria
Artists Books Holding us in their Palm. Presented by Lenton Parr Library, University of
Melbourne
Collecting Egyptology. Presented by Ankh Antiquarian Books

Thursday 21 July
Celebrating 100 Years of Roald Dahl. Presented at Southbank Library by Melbourne Library Service
A Roald Dahl Day was held at the
Southbank Library branch at Boyd
House in City road to celebrate
the centenary of Dahl’s birth in
1916. The day was organised by
Natalie Mason and Liz Hawkins
of the Melbourne Library Service.
The day started with a session for
the very young called “Story-time
with Liz”, where Liz and Wyatt
entertained an enthusiastic group
of under sixes. They clearly loved
their visit to the library, the interaction with the staff and the love of the books there. There were about
35 children from 2–5 years (and their parents and some babies) at the Dahl-themed stories, short film
and other rhymes and songs. A new generation of book lovers is clearly in the making.
In the afternoon, a Chocolate Afternoon Tea was held for all comers to enjoy Roald Dahl’s favourite
food and to create a nice atmosphere for people to talk about their favourite Roald Dahl stories and
rhymes.
During the whole week, an exhibition of more than 20 Roald Dahl first and interesting editions, chosen
from the collection of Melbourne book collector Chris Browne was on display.
In the evening, Chris Browne presented a talk “Rarities and
Readings”, which outlined Dahl’s life and literary output
for both adults and children. The talk was illustrated by
readings from letters and writings of Dahl. The Melbourne
actor and comedian Claire Hooper joined Chris to read some
popular and less familiar rhymes and poems by Roald Dahl.
Claire Hooper
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Also on Thursday 21 July
•
•
•
•
•
•

The John Emmerson Collection. Presented by State Library Victoria
Preservation of Photographs, Books and Paper-based Items. Presented by the Genealogical
Society of Victoria
After Shakespeare Exhibition Floor Talk. Presented by University of Melbourne Library
Australian Children’s Literature Book launch. Presented by Douglas Stewart Fine Books
A Very Australian Story: Political libels and the conscription referendums of the First
World War. Presented by the Melbourne Law School
People from Prahran and District Important to the Melbourne Book Scene. Presented by
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Victorian History Library

Friday 22 July
Artists’ Books: A Quintessential Art Form. Presented by State Library Victoria
This event was presented on
Friday 22nd July by Des Cowley
from the Rare Books department
of State Library Victoria. Despite
there being no agreed definition
of what an artist book is, it is
generally defined as a book made
by an artist and intended as a
work of art. This session looked
at a selection of books made by
artists, drawing from State Library
Victoria’s collection of over one
thousand artists’ books. Numbers
were strictly limited and a small
but appreciative audience packed
the McArthur Gallery to enjoy the
range of books that Des showed
and discussed.
Legal Luminaries and Their Books. Presented by the Law Library of Victoria
The Law Library of Victoria brought
together three eminent members
of the legal community to share
their passion for books. Held in the
iconic Supreme Court Library, the
session celebrated the importance
of the written word and the beauty
of the book in these three people’s
lives. The first speaker, a Supreme
Court judge, spoke about the
influence that one landmark book
about the history of the law had
exerted on him and his approach
to the law. The second speaker,
a County Court judge, gave a
moving account of how the secret
preservation by his parents of the
books of his childhood in Rome,
prior to the family’s migration to Australia had enriched his adult life. The third speaker, a barrister, gave
an account of the library of Sir Owen Dixon, a former Chief Justice of Australia, and told the regrettable
story of the destruction and dispersal of the library following Dixon’s death. This varied session was well
received by an audience that packed the main room of the Supreme Court Library, rightly described as
the most beautiful room in Melbourne.

Friday 22 July – Sunday 24 July
Melbourne Rare Book Fair
The 44th ANZAAB Australian Antiquarian Book Fair. Presented by the Australian and New Zealand
Association of Antiquarian Booksellers
Postcard From the Melbourne Rare Book Fair (and More)
By Anthony Tedeschi
[Courtesy The Fine Book Blog]

From July 22-24, bibliophiles from across Australasia (and likely further afield) descended on the
city of Melbourne, Australia, for the 44th ANZAAB Antiquarian Book Fair. As has been the case since
2012, the fair came hot on the heels of Melbourne Rare Book Week, which saw 45 free events held
in libraries and other institutions across the city. Unfortunately, I was only able to attend the fair
this year and so arrived in Australia on the final day of Rare Book Week. I did, however, manage to
view the After Shakespeare exhibition in the University of Melbourne’s Baillieu Library, which brought
together books, objects, and ephemera from the university and State Library of Victoria collections,
as well as the collections of various Melbourne theatre companies, and the State Library of Victoria’s
exhibitions on the 1916 Easter Rising and the works of the artist William Strutt (1825-1915). I was
especially delighted, though, to have arrived in time to attend a fascinating talk on the private collection
of Kerry Stokes, the collector who purchased the exquisite Rothschild Prayerbook from Christie’s,
New York, in 2014. The talk was led by Erica Persak, who manages the Stokes collection, and Emeritus
Professor Margaret Manion AO, who has studied many of Stokes’ medieval manuscripts and advises on
acquisitions. Some of his recent purchases were on display in the Baillieu Library; the highlight being
the 11-metre long Cronica cronicarum scroll printed on vellum in Paris by Jacques Ferrebouc in 1521.
The fair opened with a very convivial reception hosted by the Baillieu Library after which the doors to
Wilson Hall were opened and the fair officially got underway. In all, thirty-one dealers from Australia,
the US, and the UK exhibited. Like many fairs, there was something for everyone, books, photographs,
manuscript material and prints, with items ranging from $10 to over $100,000. Indeed Douglas Stewart
Fine Books took the prize for most expensive item: a very good run of early issues of Australia’s first
newspaper, the Sydney Gazette & New South Wales Advertiser, spanning the years 1803 to 1828 and
priced at AUD $575,000.
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Kay Craddock Antiquarian Booksellers, a Melbourne institution in
business for over 50 years now, offered a fine selection of private
press books, including a number of works by one of Australia’s
most experimental presses: the Wayzgoose Press of Katoomba,
New South Wales. Along with standard-sized monographs and
broadsides (the latter priced at under AUD $1,000 each), two of the
press’ most ambitious works of creative typography were available:
Dada Kämpfen un Leben und Tod (AUD $12,000) and The Terrific Days
of Summer (AUD $5,000), both printed in large concertina format
measuring 26’ and 38’, respectively, when unfolded!
Moving to books of a much more manageable
format, Sally Burdon’s Asia Bookroom exhibited
a wide variety of Japanese and Chinese works
from fine calligraphic manuscripts to printed
ephemera. Highlights for me were an album of
fifty-one watercolors of Chinese life and customs,
ca. 1920 (AUD $6,750) and an 1892 volume of
color woodblock prints by artists from the Kyoto
School (AUD $250). Asian material was on offer
by Ursus Books, too, but the standout items for
me were an exceptional copy of Trois dialogues
de l’exercise de sauter et voltiger en l’air, Arcangelo
Tuccaro’s illustrated work on acrobatics
published in 1599 (USD $25,000) and the 1825
first edition of William Blake’s Illustrations of the
Book of Job (USD $85,000).
Books and manuscripts on voyaging and exploration are always
highlights of the Melbourne fair. This year was no exception. Mark
Tewfik of James Cummins, for example, showed me a beautifully
hand-colored first edition of The Voyage of Governor Phillip to Botany
Bay published in 1789 (AUD $67,500). In the next stall Hordern House
offered a nice copy of the 1799 English edition of La Pérouse’s Voyage
autour du monde (AUD $22,500) and the first German account of Cook’s
first voyage published in 1772, which includes the earliest printed
illustration of a Polynesian artifact in the form of a Māori kuru or
earring (AUD $38,500). One stall further, Maggs Bros. included amongst
its printed books a ca. 1790 wood and bone compass, sundial, and
geographical clock with place names from Cook’s third voyage (AUD
$4,373). At Berkelouw Books, any collector interested in the first book
printed in Antarctica, the Aurora Australis, but whose pockets may not
have been deep enough for an original, could have picked up a very
good facsimile edition for AUD $1,000.
Stopping by the fair on the final day to say a few farewells, more than one dealer commented on what a
congenial and successful time it had been. While I did not make any purchases for myself I did acquire
two items for my employer, the National Library of New Zealand, namely the large concertina books
printed by the Wayzgoose Press. Perhaps my decision was influenced by seeing the 1521 Cronica scroll
earlier in the day.
Here’s looking forward to Melbourne 2017.
Anthony Tedeschi is Curator Rare Books & Fine Printing at the Alexander Turnbull Library, part of the National
Library of New Zealand.
Image: Melbourne Antiquarian Book Fair, 2016, credit: Anna Welch; Book images, credit: Anthony Tedeschi.
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