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Welcome to the New Year! And lets hope it brings
health, prosperity and happiness to us all. Feeling
rested after the summer break? Mind and body
functioning at optimal levels? Well they’ll need to
be because 2014 is a big year for ANZAAB.
July will see Melbourne host the third
ANZAAB Rare Book Week and Rare Book Fair.
The 2014 Fair—the 42nd ANZAAB Australian
Antiquarian Book Fair—will be held at Wilson
Hall on the campus of the University of
Melbourne from Friday July 25 to Sunday July 27,
2014. Keep up to speed with what’s happening and
what will be on offer through BookFare and at
ANZAAB’s dedicated Melbourne Rare Book
Week and Rare Book Fair website:
www.rarebookfair.com
The other major event of the year is the joint
ANZAAB and National Library of Australia
conference to be held in Canberra on the 19th and
20th May 2014. Titled ‘The most agreeable servants of
civilization’. Booksellers and Librarians in a Changing
World, the conference is a must for antiquarian

Hugo Keil. Album of 25 bromoil prints of Central
Australia, individually captioned and signed (Hugo Keil
ARPS) in pencil; n.d.[early 1940s].
Michael Treloar Antiquarian Booksellers
www.treloars.com

booksellers, librarians and anyone else interested in
rare books, manuscripts and photographs. The
conference will provide an exciting opportunity to
mix with and learn from like-minded professionals
and enthusiasts.
Some terrific related events are also scheduled to
round out the program. Check out the full
conference agenda below.
________________________

‘The most agreeable servants of civilization’
BOOKSELLERS & LIBRARIANS
IN A CHANGING WORLD
A Joint Conference of the
Australian and New Zealand Association of
Antiquarian Booksellers (ANZAAB)
and the National Library of Australia
Canberra, 19–20 May 2014
The conference, the first of its kind held in
Australia, will gather together an impressive group
of speakers to explore in an informed and
engaging way a variety of topics of particular
interest to rare booksellers and special collections
librarians. It aims to enable these professionals to
approach their work with greater acumen and
understanding, and will afford a valuable
opportunity for delegates to meet others with
similar problems and interests.
While the conference is aimed primarily at
those working with rare books, manuscripts and
photographs, it also contains much of value to
anyone with a passion for our paper-based
heritage.
Discussions and presentations on how the
rare book trade operates, and how libraries and
booksellers can work together more effectively, a
‘pop up’ rare book fair, a display of some National
Library of Australia treasures, and tailored behindthe-scenes tours will make for two unmissable days
for anyone working with and with an interest in

rare books, manuscripts and photographs.
Speakers will include:
Dr Shef Rogers, Department of English &
Linguistics, University of Otago
Philip Jackson, Senior Librarian, Australian
Collection Development, National
Library of Australia
Robert Holden, Writer and curator
Nicolas Peterson, Professor of Anthropology,
Australian National University
Warwick Reeder, Director, Reeder Fine Art;
fine art valuer, collector and photohistorian
Dr Douglas Spowart, Independent researcher,
photographer and self-publisher
Tom Congalton, Between the Covers, New
Jersey, and ILAB President 2012–2014
Dan De Simone, Eric Weinmann Librarian,
Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington
DC
Richard Overell, Rare Books Librarian, Monash
University
Jörn Harbeck, Harbeck Rare Books, Brisbane,
and ANZAAB President
Paul Feain, Cornstalk Bookshop, Sydney
Richard Neville, Mitchell Librarian, State Library
of New South Wales

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
People of the Book: Tales from the World of
the Antiquarian Bookseller
Three highly experienced Australian antiquarian
booksellers talk about their life in the trade:
Kay Craddock AM, Anne McCormick OAM
and Nicholas Pounder
Chair: Amelia McKenzie, Assistant Director-General,
Collections Management, National Library of Australia
6.00–7.00pm, Monday 19 May 2014
Theatre, Lower Ground Floor,
National Library of Australia, Canberra
Tickets: $10
Bookings essential: www.nla.gov.au/bookings
or (02) 6262 1271 (Mon–Fri, 9am–12pm)

Michael Treloar, Michael Treloar Antiquarian
Booksellers, Adelaide
Helen Cole, Senior Librarian, Coordinator,
Australian Library of Art, Queensland
Memory, State Library of Queensland
Denyl Cloughley, Acting Manager,
Preservation Team, National Library of
Australia
_____________________________
Registration costs:
Two days (includes lunch, morning and afternoon
tea): $350
Single day (includes lunch, morning and afternoon
tea): $190
Conference dinner (optional, Day 1): $85 for
conference registrants ($125 for non-registrants)
Register by visiting: www.anzaab.com or
www.nla.gov.au/event/6670
For more information:
books@AsiaBookroom.com or (02) 6251 5191
_____________________________
A Conference Dinner has been organised for the
evening of Monday, 19th May at Bookplate
Restaurant, Ground Floor, National Library of
Australia, to commence at 7pm.
Tickets cost $85 for conference registrants ($125
for those not registered for the conference).
Bookings essential: www.nla.gov.au/event/6670

Two Sides of the Bibliographic Coin
Nicolas Barker and John Baxter are international
luminaries in the world of rare books. Nicolas has
written or edited over 20 books on typography,
calligraphy, art history and the history of books
and libraries, among them the revised ABC for
Book Collectors. John, author of A Pound of Paper:
Confessions of a Book Addict, is a novelist,
broadcaster and acclaimed film critic who has had
a lifelong obsession with books. Nicolas and John
will share their tales of quests and conquests in
their unrelenting hunt for books around the world.
6.00pm, Tuesday 20 May 2014
Theatre, Lower Ground Floor,
National Library of Australia, Canberra
Tickets: $10 (including refreshments)
Bookings essential: www.nla.gov.au/bookings
or 02 6262 1271 (Mon–Fri, 9am–12pm)

GET A LOAD OF…
the conference program for

‘The most agreeable servants of civilization’
BOOKSELLERS & LIBRARIANS IN A CHANGING WORLD
10.10am
10.40am
11.00am

11.30am
12.00pm

Sizing Things Up: Format
and the Origami of Imposition
Morning tea
Is It Complete? Collation
Formulae and the Calculus of Book
Construction
Judging a Book by its Cover:
Bindings and Provenance
Where to From Here?
Questions and Further Study

AFTERNOON SESSION
The Printed Image–Aspects of Photography and the Book
Chair: Michael Treloar
Michael Treloar Antiquarian Booksellers, Adelaide
1.30pm
1.35pm
Day 1: Monday 19 May
INTRODUCTION
8.30am
Registration
Brindabella Room, 4th Floor
National Library of Australia
9.00am
Welcome
Anne-Marie Schwirtlich
Director-General,
National Library of Australia
Conference Room, 4th Floor
National Library of Australia
9.05am
Opening Address
Jörn Harbeck
ANZAAB President
MORNING SESSION
Appreciating the Magic of Books as Objects
Chair and Presenter: Dr Shef Rogers
Department of English & Linguistics,
University of Otago, New Zealand
9.10am
9.40am

Terms of the Trade: Definitions
and Examples
The Bones of Books: Anatomy
and Skeletons, Fingerprints and
Localisation

2.00pm

2.45pm

3.30pm
4.00pm

Introduction
The Woodburytype Photomechanical
Printing Process and its Use in Book
Illustration
Philip Jackson
Senior Librarian,
Printed Australiana,
National Library of Australia
Shooting Shooters: The Camera
in War
Robert Holden
Writer and curator
Picturing the First Australians,
1847–1914
Nicolas Peterson
Professor of Anthropology,
Australian National University
Afternoon tea
Picture Propaganda:
The Idealisation of the Australian
Landscape in the Photography of
John B. Eaton
Warwick Reeder
Director, Reeder Fine Art;
fine art valuer, collector and
photo-historian

4.45pm

5.30pm

Something More than a Book of
Photos: Selected Australian
Photobooks, 1900–2000
Dr Douglas Spowart
Independent researcher,
photographer and self-publisher
End of Session

11.10am

11.40am

Day 2: Tuesday 20 May
MORNING SESSION 1
Libraries and the Rare Book Trade
Chair: Sally Burdon
Asia Bookroom, Canberra
9.00am

10.00am

10.40am

Libraries and Rare Books:
Overseas Perspectives
Tom Congalton
Between the Covers, New Jersey,
and ILAB President, 2012–2014
Dan De Simone
Eric Weinmann Librarian,
Folger Shakespeare Library,
Washington DC
(This session will be by Skype)
Secret Questions, or, Everything
Booksellers and Librarians Always
Wanted to Know About Each Other
But Were Afraid to Ask
Panel discussion based on questions
on notice from conference delegates.
Chair: Alex Philp
Director, Overseas Collections Management,
National Library of Australia
Panel: Richard Overell
Rare Books Librarian,
Monash University
Jörn Harbeck
Harbeck Rare Books, Brisbane
Paul Feain
Cornstalk Bookshop, Sydney
Richard Neville
Mitchell Librarian,
State Library of NSW

12.00pm

12.30pm

AFTERNOON SESSION 1
Library Collections Revealed
Chair: Jörn Harbeck
ANZAAB President
1.30pm

Longevity is No Secret: How to
Care for Rare Materials
Denyl Cloughley
Acting Manager Preservation Team
National Library of Australia
(including Q&A session)

2.15pm

Our Favourite Things
National Library curators present
some of their favourite objects from
the pictures, maps, manuscript and
rare book collections.
Closing Remarks
Jörn Harbeck
Afternoon tea
National Library Tours
Delegates will divide into groups
to tour the Library’s reading rooms
and collection areas, visiting Pictures
and Manuscripts, Maps, Preservation
Laboratory, Digitisation and
Photography, and the Asian
Collections Reading Room.
Close of program

3.00pm
3.05pm
3.30pm

Morning tea

MORNING SESSION 2
Behind the Scenes in the Book Trade
Chair: Helen Cole
Senior Librarian, Coordinator,
Australian Library of Art, Queensland Memory,
State Library of Queensland

If the Day of the Scholar-Librarian
is Gone, How Can the Rare Book
Trade Help?
Michael Treloar
Michael Treloar Antiquarian
Booksellers, Adelaide
Bookseller Research—How Can It Be
Shared?
Helen Cole
Senior Librarian, Coordinator,
Australian Library of Art, Queensland
Memory, State Library of Queensland
Pop-Up Rare Book Fair
ANZAAB members will present a
small selection of items from their
stock. Conference delegates are invited
to talk one-on-one with the dealers
about the material they are exhibiting.
Lunch (Brindabella Room)

4.30pm

_____________________________

Thomas Rowlandson. Dr Syntax at a Card Party. Colour
aquatint. Ackermann, 1821.
Sebra Prints www.sebraprints.com.au/index.php

ALL EARS…
FOR NEWS OF THE
S TATE
L IBRARY
NEW SOUTH WALES

OF

ANZAAB patron David
Malouf recently asked
Louella Kerr to circulate a
petition concerning
proposed changes to the
Mitchell Reading Room at
the State Library of New
South Wales. ANZAAB
members were asked to add
their names to the petition, the aim of which was
to prompt more public input into the planned
restyling of the space.
A few days later, the NSW State Librarian
and Chief Executive Dr Alex Byrne issued an
open letter concerning the changes and the public
concern they had generated. Byrne wrote:
[t]here has been some misinformation
circulating about the revitalisation of the
Mitchell: it continues to be a reading room, one
of Sydney’s most evocative places. What is
happening is a story of improvement to provide
our readers with greater access to our collection
both onsite and online...

The Book of Common Prayer and
Administration of the Sacraments
and other Rites and Ceremonies of
the Church, according to the use of
the Church of England... [bound
with] Hymns Ancient and
Modern for use in services of the
church. Oxford & London:
Oxford University Press/
William Clowes & Sons,
n.d.[c.1899].
Kay Craddock–
Antiquarian Bookseller
www.kaycraddock.com

and went on to reassure that:
We value all of our readers and are determined
to provide appropriate spaces for them to
access all forms of material - original and digital.
To this end we are recreating a dedicated
reading room to access manuscripts and other
special collections in the original Mitchell wing
where the likes of Manning Clark, Patrick White
and Greg Dening researched and wrote.
Together with an adjoining study room for
State Library’s Fellows, this will offer a place
where ideas can be exchanged or quiet and
concentrated research can be pursued, just as it
did before this service was moved to the
current Mitchell Reading Room in 1988...
Like all great libraries, we will continue to
respond to the changing needs of readers. We
have been speaking to individuals, associations
and institutions to discuss how best to support
the scholarly community, and this will continue.
A public meeting was to have been held in the
days following the publication of this letter. We
will keep you informed of future developments, if
any. Read the full transcript of Dr Alex Byrne’s
letter at www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/news/
index.html#news-209740
_____________________________

ANDREW ISLES NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
NEW COLLECTION OF
WILLIAM T. COOPER BOOKMARKS
Andrew Isles Natural History Books has commissioned a
second collection of specially designed and illustrated
bookmarks by William T. Cooper. Hot off the press, these
bookmarks are NOT for sale. Individual bookmarks may be
added to customer’s parcels or made available to customers
who make a shop purchase (at the staff’s discretion).
So if you want one, ask nicely! And visit Andrew Isles Natural
History Books (in person or online) and get shopping.
For more information and larger images visit
www.andrewisles.com/new-collection-of-william-t-cooper-bookmarks/

THE HORROR!
GIROLAMINI THEFTS
UPDATE
More than a year has passed
since the discovery of the
large-scale thefts from the
Girolamini Library in
Naples, Italy. The primary
culprit—former library
director Marino Massimo de
Caro—is now co-operating with the criminal
investigation, while serving a seven-year sentence
under house arrest for (related) theft and
embezzlement.
Meanwhile a second issue has come to light:
the dissemination of forgeries throughout the
international antiquarian book market. De Caro
has testified that he had copies of Galileo’s Siderius
Nuncius forged in Argentina, including one that he
placed in the national library in Naples. Concerns
have been expressed via official statements from
ILAB and the Italian Antiquarian Booksellers’
Association (ALAI) on the prospect of further
forgeries and more stolen books from the
Girolamini Library appearing on the market for
years to come.
See press articles about the Girolamini thefts
and the forgeries (from August 2013 to January
2014) at www.ilab.org/eng/documentation/1275the_girolamini_thefts_in_the_press_august_2013_
to_january_2014.html

BALLARAT & CLUNES

CORNSTALK BOOKSHOP MOVING SALE
50% OFF ALL STOCK
The Cornstalk Bookshop commenced trading at
112 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, in 1980. Now, after
34 years, Paul has sold the premises. Cornstalk will
continue in business, but as an online bookshop
only.
Grab a bargain and help Paul deal with an
accumulation of 34 years of stock at the Cornstalk
Bookshop Moving Sale. All stock is 50% off. That’s
right, it’s half price! There’s a lot on the shelves—
including stock that is not catalogued—so call in
and take the time to browse.
Last day of trade is 1st April 2014
Paul will continue his association with Sydney Rare
Book Auctions and monthly auctions will continue
to be held at 33 Nelson Street, Annandale.
The Cornstalk Bookshop
112 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe N.S.W. 2037
Phone: +61 2) 9660 4889/(+61 2) 9552 1070
books@cornstalk.com.au
www.cornstalk.com.au

Several ANZAAB members will be exhibiting or
presenting at this year’s Ballarat Antique & Vintage
Fair (8th–10th March) and Clunes Booktown
Festival (3rd–May). For details visit
www.ballaratantiquefair.com.au and
www.booktown.clunes.org/index.html

BOOK LAUNCH: ASIA BOOKROOOM
In Conversation: How has Asia been imagined, represented and transferred across boundaries?
Join the Asia Bookroom team on March 12 to celebrate the publication of Asia
Through Art and Anthropology: Cultural Translation Across Borders when Savanhdary
Vongpoothorn, a Canberra-based artist of Lao heritage, will be in conversation with
co-editor Olivier Krischer and Professor Howard Morphy. Admission by gold coin
donation to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.
6pm March 12th, 2014
RSVP: by 11 March, either by phoning (02) 6251 5191 or emailing
books@AsiaBookroom.com
Asia Bookroom, Unit 2, 1 - 3 Lawry Place, Macquarie, ACT

AUSTRALIAN BOOK COLLECTORS
- SECOND SERIES
We are pleased to announce the release of AUSTRALIAN BOOK
COLLECTORS – Volumes II & III, continuing the series begun with
publication of the first volume in 2010. The latest volumes together
cover a further 125 Australian private book collectors and collections:
Volume II, A-H (432 pp).; and Volume III, I-Z (464 pp.),
in the same style as that of the first volume, handsomely casebound in
black cloth and generously illustrated in colour and black and white.
The two new volumes, like the first, have been produced in a limited
edition of 500 copies, of which 5 will be half-leather, signed and
numbered. Only 450 of this issue will be for general sale. There is also
a limited number of copies of the first volume available at the original
publication price of $95.00.
Price: $150.00 for volumes II & III together.
Special offer: Special prices for bulk purchase available on application.
Availability: Now available
Where it can be purchased:

$150

II &
Volumes
er
th
e
g
III to

Books on Dean,
3/444 Dean Street, Albury, N.S.W. 2640
Email: booksondean@bigpond.com
Phone: 02 6021 3230

Some reviews of the first volume:
Sydney Morning Herald, Spectrum, Saturday, February 5, 2011:
"… this volume is a necessary and informative introduction to Australia's book lovers and their histories.
It will undoubtedly become a collectable that will be hunted down by present and future book collectors."
Border Mail, Pulse, Saturday March 12, 2011:
"… will undoubtedly become a valuable reference work."
Colin Steele, "Canberra Times" 11 June 2011:
"… might turn out to become the DNB (Dictionary of National Biography) of Australian bibliophilic history."
Alan Ives, Margin - Life and Letters of Early Australia (Mulini Press, Canberra) No. 82, November 2010:
"For those interested in the history of the book in Australia, this work is an essential addition to their
own collections."
Andrew Sergeant, Script & Print, Bulletin of the Bibliographical Society of Australia & New Zealand,
Volume 35, Number 3, 2011:
"This is a work that I believe will quickly become an indispensible and desirable reference tool for
Australian bibliophiles and researchers."

DON’T MISS….
Get your skates on and note these dates in your
diary now, or miss out:
THE OOPSATOREUM:
INVENTIONS OF HENRY A. MINTOX
Powerhouse Museum, Ultimo
7 December 2013—6 October 2014
Behind every enduring innovation lies a vast
cemetery of achievement: the world of failed
inventions. Award-winning author and illustrator
Shaun Tan explores this forgotten world in The
Oopsatoreum, a fictional tale of a strikingly original
but spectacularly unsuccessful inventor called
Henry Archibald Mintox.
The ‘inventions’ displayed are from the
Powerhouse
Museum
collection.
www.powerhousemuseum.com/exhibitions/
oopsatoreum

THE CHANGING FACE OF VICTORIA
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
1 January—31 December 2014
An exhibition of historical artefacts, photographs,
drawings, maps, letters and diaries telling the
stories of the people, places and events that have
shaped life in Victoria over the past 200 years.
The first section of the exhibition focuses on
the early years of European settlement, daily life in
rural Victoria, and the events and mythology
surrounding that most famous Victorian, Ned
Kelly. Items on regular display include key
artefacts such as the Batman Deeds, the last notes
of Burke and Wills and Ned Kelly’s armour. In
addition to these iconic pieces, the exhibition will
include less well-known objects which will change
over time. www.slv.vic.gov.au/event/changingface-victoria

PAUL FOELSCHE:
A LIFE’S WORK (1831-1914)
Northern Territory Library, Darwin
28 January—23 March 2014
This exhibition commemorates the centenary of
the death of Paul Foelsche. Inspector Foelsche
was in charge of the Northern Territory police
force for over 30 years. He also made significant
contributions to natural science and ethnography,
was a leading public figure and a remarkable
photographer.
A project of the Fannie Bay History and
Heritage Society, Lodge Foelsche and the
Northern Territory Library, the exhibition presents
Foelsche’s extraordinary photographic legacy
chronicling the colonial development of the
N o r t h e r n
T e r r i t o r y .
www.artsandmuseums.nt.gov.au/northern territory-library/news
A CONSPIRACY OF CARTOGRAPHERS:
A SERIES OF BOOK SCULPTURES

State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
31 January—4 May 2014
Leading book sculptor Nicholas Jones created a
fantastic new body of sculptural works inspired by
the ground-breaking atlas Terrarum Orbis Theatrumby
Abraham Ortelius (1574), as part of his 2012-13
Creative Fellowship at the Library. Inspired by the
topographical contours and line-work present in
maps, his altered books turn two-dimensional
maps into three-dimensional sculptures.
www.slv.vic.gov.au/event/conspiracy cartographers-series-book-sculptures

GREAT NOVELS OF 1814:
AUSTEN, BURNEY, EDGEWORTH & SCOTT
Fisher Library, University of Sydney
6 February—18 April 2014
Great Novels of 1814 celebrates the bicentenary of
four great novels published in the same year. Jane
Austen is widely known and loved by a vast
audience and this exhibition celebrates her novel
Mansfield Park and works by her favourite authors:
Frances Burney’s The Wanderer, Maria Edgeworth’s
Patronage and Sir Walter Scott’s Waverley.
news.library.usyd.edu.au/great-novels-of-1814austen-burney-edgeworth-and-scott

ASIAN ARTS AND SCRIPTS:
RARE & SPECIAL ITEMS FROM THE ASIAN
COLLECTIONS OF MELBOURNE AND MONASH
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne, Parkville
10 February—28 March 2014
Asian Libraries in Melbourne (ALIM) is a
collaborative venture between Monash University
and the University of Melbourne libraries. This
exhibition showcases the combined collections of
these two Asian Libraries under the broad theme
of Asian arts and scripts.
Highlights will include, from Monash, items
in Japanese, Chinese, Indonesian and Korean,
focussing on textiles, visual arts, the art of Tibetan
Buddhism and rare colonial-era Indonesian books.
From Melbourne, a selection Chinese New Year
prints will be on display along with a number of
rare Japanese woodblock printed books.
alim.monash.org

BORDERLAND: THE WORLD OF JAMES COWAN
National Library of New Zealand, Wellington
17 February—26 April 2014
Borderland explores the life, work and legacy of the
writer James Cowan (1870–1943). Cowan grew up
on a Waikato farm, on land confiscated from
Māori who had fought against the Crown in the
wars of the 1860s. The farm included part of the
battlefield of Ōrākau, just north of the King
Country—a region that remained in Māori control
after the war. This environment gave rise to
Cowan’s lifelong interest in Māori and colonial
history, and to his fluency in te reo Māori.
Cowan wrote prolifically in popular
magazines, newspapers and books, on many areas
of New Zealand cultural life. In the first half of the
twentieth-century he was one of New Zealand’s
most widely read authors.
He is perhaps best remembered for his
writing on the New Zealand Wars. Cowan was of
the view that through the shared experience of
these wars, Māori and Pākehā were brought closer
together. natlib.govt.nz/visiting/wellington/theturnbull-gallery

THE PIRANESI EFFECT
Ian Potter Museum of Art, University of Melbourne
20 February—25 May 2014
Giovanni Battista Piranesi (1720–1778) was one of
the most extraordinary printmakers of the
eighteenth-century. He was also an architect,
designer, antiquarian and firebrand. While his
images of ruined temples and imaginary prisons

appealed to the Romantic sensibility of artists and
writers in the nineteenth-century, he was also very
influential as a revolutionary designer.
Alongside Piranesi, this exhibition uses
contemporary works that pick up on and amplify
elements which are fundamental to how the
eighteenth-century works achieve their effect. This
includes Piranesi’s dramatic use of scale, viewpoint,
lighting and perspective. Importantly, this
exhibition will also emphasise Piranesi’s very
contemporary attitude to how artworks are made in
conversation with the past, his enthusiasm for
breaking the rules and his strategy of layering and
assemblage and piling up of fragments.
Includes objects from the Classics and
Archaeology Collection and Piranesi’s prints and
folios from the Baillieu Library together with works
from the University Art Collection and private
lenders. www.art-museum.unimelb.edu.au/
exhibitions/future-exhibitions/exhib-date/2014-02
-20/exhib/the-piranesi-effect
ROME: PIRANESI’S VISION
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
22 February—22 June 2014
Marvel at unforgettable images of classical and
baroque Rome in this exhibition of exquisite rare
artworks from eighteenth-century Italian masterprintmaker Giovanni Battista Piranesi (1720–78).
This stunning exhibition highlights the grand
churches, imposing palaces and monumental ruins
of Rome. It also includes illustrated books and
paintings by his contemporaries. Don’t miss the
opportunity to see over 100 significant works,
focusing on superb prints from his Vedute di Roma
(Views of Rome).
This will be the largest exhibition of
Piranesi’s work ever to be seen in Australia.
www.slv.vic.gov.au/event/rome-piranesis-vision

ARTIST COLONY: DRAWING SYDNEY’S NATURE
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
1 March 2014—11 May 2014
The excitement Europeans felt for Australia’s
natural world sparked a creative outpouring that
provided evidence of the abundance of new and

exotic species. These first visual impressions in
turn inspired a wave of drawing and collecting
throughout the world.
Artist Colony draws from the TAL & Dai-ichi
Life Derby Collection comprising 745 exquisite
drawings and watercolours created by various
known and unknown artists. The exhibition will
feature a lavish showcase of 100 rich and evocative
natural history drawings, and tells an intriguing
story of obsession and thirst for knowledge. It
reveals the extraordinary artistic culture that
emerged out the early colony’s harsh and
unforgiving environment. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
events/exhibitions/future.html
BOOK, ART, OBJECT, MAKER
The Inaugural Codex Australia Symposium
& Book Fair, Melbourne
1 & 2 March 2014
Codex Australia has organised a two-day
Symposium and Book Fair to be held at the Centre
for Theology & Ministry, 29 College Crescent,
Parkville. The Symposium will take place in the
mornings from 9.15 am to 12 noon, and the Book
Fair in the afternoons from 1 pm to 6 pm.
On display at the Fair will be some of the
best books being made in Australia. There will also
be exhibitors from the United States, Germany,
Israel, and New Zealand. The Symposium will
showcase some of the best contemporary thinking
on the art and craft of the book.
For
more
information
visit
c odex a ustralia.c om/c odex -a ustra lia -20 1 4symposium-and-book-fair

GENIUS AND AMBITION: THE ROYAL
ACADEMY OF ARTS, LONDON 1768–1918
Bendigo Art Gallery
2 March to 9 June 2014
The exhibition will draw on the wealth of the Royal
Academy collections ranging from paintings and
sculpture to works on paper and historic books.
Australian works drawn from State gallery
collections across Australia will sit alongside these
masterpieces. The Royal Academy has existed for
245 years and this exhibition will focus on a key
period in the institutions history, the ‘long
nineteenth century’ from 1768 to 1918.
www.bendigoartgallery.com.au/Exhibitions/

F o r t h c o m i ng _ E x h i b i t i o n s/
Genius_and_Ambition_The_Royal_Academy_of_
Arts_London_1
HISTORY & TECHNOLOGY: CATCHING UP
WITH THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PAST
Codex Australia Seminar, Melbourne
3 March 2014
The speakers are Peter Koch (United States),
Ulrike Stolz (Germany), Leilei Guo (China), Ido
Agassi (Israel), Claire Bolton (United Kingdom).
The Moderator is Andrew Schuller (Canberra).
Matters discussed are expected to include the
relation, if any, of recent works in the name of the
book to the 2000-year history of the book that
makes our discussions possible; the relation, if any,
between art & craft or the artisan and the artist—
can they be the same? And how traditional
technologies of book making and modern
technologies of image reproduction might work
together in the current field of ‘the book’.
This is a unique opportunity to hear some
very interesting, even challenging, views from
members of the international book making
community—and your opportunity also to
participate in what promises to be a lively and
informative discussion. codexaustralia.com/codexaustralia-2014-symposium-and-book-fair

ANNE PHILLIPS:
SAMUEL THOMAS GILL 1818–1880
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
4 March 2014
When nine intriguing nineteenth-century sketches
depicting the Australian goldfields landed on the
desk of auction house art specialist Anne Phillips,
she found herself catapulted into the world of the
Australian goldfields.
The sketches bore a tantalising resemblance
to the work of S. T. Gill, and in the process of
identifying them Anne spent many hours poring
over Mitchell Library reference materials and
discussing the numerous possibilities with its
librarians and curatorial staff. Her journey of
discovery included an 1850s London publication
regarding life on the Australian goldfields and

digitised images of glass plate negatives from the
former NSW. Government Printing Office. Who
were they really by and what was the story behind
these fascinating sketches? www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
events/events_talks/events/
scholarly_musings_anne_phillips.html

EAT YOUR HISTORY: A SHARED TABLE
Museum of Sydney
Closes 9 March 2014
An exhibition celebrating our shared culinary past,
from the early days of the colony through to the
modern 1950s. Take the rare opportunity to see
Elizabeth Macarthur’s dessert service and Sarah
Wentworth’s tea-cups, leaf through the Rouse
family’s 19th century cookbooks and hear past
residents of Susannah Place and Meroogal
reminisce about time spent in the kitchen and their
favourite recipes.
www.sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/exhibitions/
eat-your-history-shared-table

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
PETER ARNOLD ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLERS
Ormond Hall, Prahran
24 & 25 March 2014
Peter Arnold Antiquarian Booksellers is pleased to
announce that they will shortly be conducting an
auction of rare and desirable books, maps and
ephemera. The auction will comprise a fine
collection of Australiana and Pacific voyages,
assembled in the 1970s and 80s. Highlights include
Flinders’ Voyage to Terra Australis with the large
atlas; the plate books of Lycett and von Guèrard;
works on natural history by Lewis, Diggles and
Matthews; rare exploration journals including
James Martin’s Journals and reports of two voyages to the

Glenelg River (Perth, 1864); and some remarkable
association copies.
Another vendor will be offering John
Cotton’s ‘Letters from Australia Felix’, an
important album of letters, watercolours and
sketches from his years in the Port Phillip District,
1843-49.
Maps on offer include a great rarity, Robert
Sayers’ two-sheet New chart of the eastern coast of New
Holland from South Cape to Cape York (1790), the first
map of the east coast published after British
settlement.
The catalogue will be posted online and
available from the shop. peterarnold.com.au/
pages/auctions

live. American artist and writer Susan King will
present an overview of her artist’s books and
how the politics of feminist art making and the
tradition of fine printing in California influenced
her early work. www.slq.qld.gov.au/whats-on/
calevents/general/talks/siganto-foundationartists-books-lecture-this-other-southland

PRESERVING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY:
LETTERS & DIARIES
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
27 March 2014
A seminar dedicated to the long-term care of
documentation such as letters and diaries. The
emphasis will be on archival storage, with tips on
what to use and where to find them. Bring along
one or two items of family memorabilia to discuss
their care with a Library conservator.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/courses/events/
preserving_family_history_letters_mar_2014.html

UNCONVENTIONAL NARRATION
Online exhibition
Fryer Library, University of Queensland
An exhibition exploring books that subvert
conventions of form, that experiment with shape,
structure, and even texture in order to push the
boundaries of storytelling.
While the books in this exhibition are
certainly novel, these novelties serve to explore
the limits and potential of the book. Writers have
long challenged the notion of story. In the
1700’s, Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy
discarded convention even as the idea of ‘the
novel’ was developing, and many writers have
since followed suit. Some of these innovations
have become conventions themselves, integral to
our concept of fiction. But regardless, these
books continue to remind us that there is no
rule, other than convention, that dictates how a
story should be told. www.library.uq.edu.au/
fryer/not_books/unconventional.html

COLIN RHODES: SHIBBOLETH
Fisher Library, University of Sydney
Closes 28 March 2014
Shibboleth is the first project in the Fisher Library
Series of Art Installations which explore ideas
about the functions and purposes of libraries and
the many different manifestations of books
available to readers and researchers through library
collections. The Series will also look at how
contemporary art can revive an appreciation of the
printed page in an age of digital media.
The exhibition—described by Colin as ‘a
kind of mind-map’—mixes books from his own
library, artworks that he (with one exception)
owns, and artworks made or identified as such by
Colin. news.library.usyd.edu.au/colin-rhodesshibboleth
THIS OTHER SOUTHLAND
SIGANTO FOUNDATION
ARTISTS’ BOOKS LECTURE
State Library of Queensland, Brisbane
6 April 2014
There is always more than one story, about place,
about ancestry, about our culture. Susan King’s
artist books express this multiple narrative we all

WILLIAM BLAKE
NGV International, Melbourne
4 April—31 August 2014
This exhibition will showcase the NGV’s
acclaimed collection of works by William Blake

which includes spectacular watercolours, single
prints and illustrated books. Due to the material’s
light sensitivity, these works are only infrequently
exhibited and the exhibition provides the rare
opportunity to see the Gallery’s complete holdings
of Blake’s work which span his full career, from
his earliest to his latest years. www.ngv.vic.gov.au/
whats-on/exhibitions/exhibitions/william-blake

NEWS FROM
SAINSBURY’S BOOKS
Carlton Secondhand Books, the inner city branch
of Sainsbury’s Books, on Swanston Street in
Melbourne has closed its doors for the last time
after 31 years in business. The shop was a Carlton
institution and a regular haunt of Melbourne
University students and staff.
www.sainsburysbooks.com.au

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM
HORDERN HOUSE

RARE DELIGHTS III
RECENT ADDITIONS TO
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
University of Otago Library, Dunedin
Closes 14 March 2014
An exhibition of materials that have been added to
Special Collections by purchase or donation over
the last three to four years. Alongside old
favourites such as 18th century literature, garden
history, art and architecture, travel, and works by
and about John Evelyn, John Locke, and Robert
Graves are presented new fields of collecting such
as pulp fiction and science fiction (SF)—the latter
‘teleported’ through the generosity of Prof. Fred
Fastier, and the family of the late Dr Hal Salive
(Waikanae). www.otago.ac.nz/library/
specialcollections/exhibitions.html#current
Discovered a terrific new site?
Or want to share your
favourites? Send the links to
admin@anzaab.com.au and add
them to ANZAAB’s website.

Encyclopedia of Exploration Invented
and Apocryphal Narratives of Travel
Raymond John Howgego
Quarto format (280 x 210 mm.),
543 pages; bound in cloth with a
colour dust-jacket.
Price: $149
A comprehensive guide to
invented, imaginary, apocryphal
and plagiarized narratives of
travel by land, sea and air, from the earliest times
to the twentieth-century.
The Sydney Punchbowl
Elizabeth Ellis
135pp, 225 x 155mm, case
bound hardcover with dustjacket, colour illustrations
Price $35
A new work by Elizabeth Ellis
OAM, investigating the milieu
and the mysteries of the
magnificent ‘Sydney
Punchbowl’, one of the most fascinating treasures
of the Mitchell Library collection of the State
Library of New South Wales.
www.hordern.com/publications/current hordern-house-publications/index.aspx

ILAB INTERNSHIPS FOR YOUNG BOOKSELLERS
Азбука -- к мудрости ступенька*. And that’s just what Maria Rodionova, ILAB
intern, was doing when she visited Australia recently and spent time working at
Cornstalk Bookshop in Sydney and Asia Bookroom in Canberra. It was a life
changing experience for her. Would you consider offering such an opportunity to
another young booksellers in the ILAB Internship Program? For more
information: www.ilab.org/eng/ilab/ILAB_Internship_Program.html
(*You have to learn to walk before you can run.)

BOOKPLATE SOCIETIES IN
AUSTRALIA
BY

DR MARK FERSON

A bookplate (or ex libris) is a label placed inside a
book to mark ownership. The rise of bookplates
occurred concurrently with the advent of printing
from moveable type, whilst the collecting of
bookplates arose in Britain in the early nineteenthcentury as an offshoot of the genteel pastime of
collecting coats of arms into albums. The Ex Libris
Society was formed in London in 1891 and lasted
into the early years of the twentieth-century. In
Australia, bookplate collecting and owning a
bookplate became the height of fashion among the
cultured between the World Wars. In recent years,
there has again been increasing interest in
bookplates among book lovers and artists, and
societies have been formed in Melbourne and
Sydney.

To promote and extend the use of Ex Libris
to develop their artistic character, to
encourage the co-operation of artists, to
promote exchanges among Australian and
other Collectors, to hold Exhibitions of Ex
Libris, and to promote the publication of
literature on the subject.
Soon after, William Moore’s article ‘The
charm of the bookplate’ in the August 1923
number of Art in Australia brought before readers
57 Australian pictorial designs from the previous
25 years. The Society remained in the public eye.
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At the visit of the Duke and Duchess of York to
open the new federal capital of Canberra in 1927,
both were presented with a bookplate designed by
Adrian Feint, whilst a gift of a linocut design by G.
D. Perrottet made to the young Princess Elizabeth

Nilavan Adams for Mark Ferson, watercolour, 2013.

Australian Ex Libris Society
On 18 May 1923, an exhibition opened at Tyrrell’s
Galleries, Sydney, with over 200 Australian and
overseas bookplates. William Moore’s notice in the
Daily Telegraph of 2 June 1923 repeated the hope of
organiser John Lane Mullins that the interest
aroused would quickly lead to the formation of a
bookplate society in Sydney. Indeed, within a
month, a meeting was held at Tyrrell’s where
Lyster Ormsby ‘detailed the scheme for the
formation of the Australian Ex Libris Society…
seconded [by] Percy Neville Barnett, [and] carried
unanimously’, whilst the constitution was
approved at the July meeting. The aim of the
Society was:
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in 1934 also attracted much publicity. As well, P.
Neville Barnett sent copies of all of his sumptuous
bookplate books to the Royal Library.
An annual booklet was issued listing
Australian bookplates which had come to notice
and reproducing a few, often tipped-in. Two
further series were begun, a Journal and Bookplate
artists, but in each case only a single issue appeared.
Sydney meetings included talks provided by artists,
collectors and others. During the 1930s, two
bookplate competitions were mounted. The annual
dinner for 1938 held at a Sydney café was a special
occasion when Lane Mullins was presented with a
portrait bookplate etched by J. B. Godson to mark
his 15 years as society president.
From its inception, the Society, whilst based
in Sydney, encouraged membership in other states,
which peaked at 185 in 1930. Lane Mullins’ death
in early 1939 and the outbreak of World War II led
to the demise of the Society.
New South Wales Bookplate Club
Dissatisfaction with the perceived poor status of
artists led, in 1932, to the breakaway of Australian
Ex Libris Society members led by Frank Clune to
form the New South Wales Bookplate Club.
The Club’s International Bookplate
Competition captured the interest of all.
Prominent supporters donated prize money in 13
categories. The competition was advertised
internationally, with a notice appearing in the July
1932 Bulletin of the American Society of Bookplate
Collectors and Designers. The Sydney newspaper
Smith’s Weekly (8 October 1932) publicised the
competition with a facetious article entitled ‘NSW
Bookplate Club lifts depression with £41,’ noting
that the competition was ‘an effort to encourage
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artists who are particularly affected by the present
economic conditions’. Entries by 35 Australian and
nine New Zealand artists, and 21 North American
and Continental artists, were exhibited at David
Jones’ Gallery, Sydney, in 1933.
The Club issued two quality publications: the
Founders’ brochure—No. 1 containing brief articles
by Camden Morrisby about A. Feint, G. D.
Perrottet and G. G. Shaw, illustrated with 12

Kathryn Lovejoy for Mark Ferson,
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original bookplates; John B. Godson. Bookplates, with
nine original bookplates, and a list of members as
at June 1933 was produced with the assistance of
naval hydrographer and book designer Lieut. G. C.
Ingleton.
The Club failed to markedly increase the
status of artists and continuing financial problems
led to its fading from existence during 1935.
Australian Bookplate Club
After the demise of the Australian Ex Libris
Society, interest remained strong in Victoria. On
25 November 1941 a meeting was called by
‘organiser’ John Gartner to form the Australian
Bookplate Club with R. H. Croll elected as
president and Gartner as secretary-treasurer. After
six months, the club had 23 Victorian members,
and 16 from the rest of Australia and the United
States.
Gartner utilised his typographic skills and his
own Hawthorn Press to develop a vigorous, if
brief, publication program. Following the
Constitution and list of foundation members, he issued
the Club’s Newsletter in 1943 and 1944, and
checklists of the bookplates of Eric Thake and

Eirene Mort. He also published under his own
name a checklist of the Victorian etcher William
Hunter. However, probably as a result of Croll’s
long illness compounded with the effects of World
War II, there is no record that the Club survived
beyond 1944.
Australian Bookplate Society
After a hiatus of some decades, interest in
bookplates in Australia began to increase in the
1970s and 1980s, largely as a result of the
bookplate commissions and collecting activities of
art patron Patrick Corrigan. In this period also,
Melbourne publisher Robert C. Littlewood
produced a number of monographs on bookplate
artists. At the 10 September 1997 meeting in
Melbourne of the Ephemera Society of Australia,
Littlewood together with collector Edwin Jewell
announced the formation of the Australian
Bookplate Society, with newsletters issued in 2002
and 2003. After a period of quiescence, the Society
is focussed on promoting the art of the bookplate
through competitions and a publication program,
and the Keith Wingrove Memorial Trust
Australian Bookplate Design competition was
conducted in 2013 with many entries from
Europe, Asia and Australia.
New Australian Bookplate Society
With the Australian Bookplate Society dormant, a
need was felt to start an association based in
Sydney whereby members would be able to
communicate their interests in bookplates through
meetings and the organ of a regular bulletin. The
New Australian Bookplate Society was launched
on 22 October 2005 by artist and gallerist
Elisabeth Bastian and enthusiast Mark Ferson with
an exhibition of bookplates held at the Stop
Laughing This is Serious Gallery, Blackheath. A
meeting to form the Society took place in Sydney
on 22 October 2006 when the draft constitution
was accepted and office bearers were elected. The
aims of the Society were ‘to raise awareness of, and
promote, bookplates as both a historic and a
contemporary art form, and to bring together
individuals with an interest in designing, owning,
studying or collecting bookplates’.
An illustrated, full-colour Newsletter is
published each quarter; a website features articles
on interesting bookplates, a gallery of the designs
of artist-members and an annual bibliography of
articles published in Australia on bookplates.
Annual general meetings consist of formal
business followed by an address from a guest
speaker. In 2013 the first successful ‘Show and

Tell’ was held and the Society was invited by
Kogarah City Council (Sydney) to mount an
exhibition which was held over 22 July to 11
August and opened by Pat Corrigan AM. At the
time of writing, the Society has over 70 members,
mainly in Australia and including a small number
from New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the
United States.
Dr Mark Ferson
President,
New Australian Bookplate Society
Ph: 0401 141 890
Email: m.ferson@unsw.edu.au
www.bookplatesociety.org.au
_____________________________

Libby, McNeill &
Libby’s cooked corn beef is
valuable for Explorers &
Travelers. Trade card.
Chicago: Shober &
C a r q u e v i l l e
Lithographic
Co.
[for Libby, McNeill
& Libby], [c.1880].
Douglas Stewart Fine
Books
douglasstewart.com.au

WELCOME TO PARIS!
41st ILAB Congress and 25th International
Antiquarian Book Fair
SLAM and ILAB are proud and pleased to
announce that the 41st ILAB Congress will run
in Paris from the 13th to 16th April, 2014, to
coincide with the 100th anniversary of SLAM.
The Paris Congress will immediately follow the
International Antiquarian Book Fair at the
Grand Palais scheduled from 10th to 13th of
April 2014. The very special Congress Program
will certainly attract numerous visitors from all
over the world who are looking forward to
meeting new colleagues and welcoming old
friends.
w w w . i l a b . o r g / e n g /
ila b /4 1 st _ ILA B _C o n g re s s _Pa r i s_2 0 1 4 /
Paris_2014_-_Congress_Program.html

