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cŏ´nference n. consultation (in ~, engaged in
discussion); (esp. annual) meeting of any
organisation, association, etc., for consultation etc.
… PRESS1 conference; hence cŏnferĕ´ntiAL (-shal) a.
[f. F conférence or f. med. L conferentia].
Time is fast running out to secure a seat at
the joint ANZAAB/NLA conference to be held in
Canberra on the 19th and 20th May 2014. This
exciting event is a must for all antiquarian
booksellers, rare book librarians, and anyone else
interested in books, manuscripts and photographs.
A cracking program will include lectures and
facilitated discussions on topics ranging from book
anatomy to war photography, and there will be a
pop-up book fair and behind-the-scenes tours of
the National Library. Some terrific related
events—including a presentation by international
rare book luminaries Nicolas Barker and John
Baxter—are also scheduled to round out the event.

Only 75 days to go! ‘Until what?’ you ask.
Until the 42nd ANZAAB Australian Antiquarian
Book Fair kicks off at Wilson Hall on the campus
of the University of Melbourne on Friday 25th
July. The next issue of BookFare will include more
detailed information about this terrific event
including highlights from exhibitor’s stock.
The Fair culminates Melbourne Rare Book Week,
so don’t forget that there will be lots else to see
and do in the preceding week. Presented by the
Australian & New Zealand Association of
Antiquarian Booksellers (ANZAAB), Melbourne
Rare Book Week runs from 17–27 July 2014.
Admission to all events is free.
Keep up to date at www.rarebookfair.com and
www.rarebookweek.com

The full conference program can be viewed on the
ANZAAB website: www. anzaab.com
Registration costs $350 (two days; includes lunch,
morning and afternoon tea). Single day $190
(includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea).
Conference dinner (optional, Day 1): $85 for
conference registrants ($125 for non-registrants).
Register by visiting: www.anzaab.com or
www.nla.gov.au/event/6670
For more information:
books@AsiaBookroom.com or (02) 6251 5191
_____________________________

‘The most agreeable servants of civilization’
BOOKSELLERS & LIBRARIANS
IN A CHANGING WORLD
A Joint Conference of the
Australian and New Zealand Association of
Antiquarian Booksellers (ANZAAB)
and the National Library of Australia
Canberra, 19–20 May 2014

Victorian Paper Scrap: Ulysses S. Grant on Horseback.
London: c. 1890.
Antipodean Books, Maps & Prints
www.antipodean.com

If you were fortunate enough to be in
Clunes in Victoria on the weekend of 3–4 May you
would have encountered several familiar faces
from the ANZAAB family plying their trade.
Flying the flag and doing steady business were
Michael Sprod of Astrolabe Booksellers (Hobart),
Barbara and Sheila from Kenneth Hince Old &
Fine Books (Melbourne), and John and Prue
Sainsbury of Sainsburys Books (Melbourne).
Meanwhile, Dr Stuart Kells of Books of Kells and
the author of Rare: A life among antiquarian books,
and Professor John Arnold (a member of the
Committee of the Victorian Branch of the Book
Collectors’ Society of Australia and the author of
many publications including Satyrs, Fauns and Fine
Books, a history of the Fanfrolico Press, published
by the Private Libraries Association in 2009)
hosted seminars on the essential secrets of book
collecting and staged a book valuation road show.
Of special note was Biblio—a book artists’
expo—at which nine national and international
artists including Nicholas Jones and Angela
Cavalieri (both of whom have recently had work
on display in the State Library of Victoria in
Melbourne) exhibited and offered for sale
examples of their work. Also on display were some
fine examples of artists’ books from the
collections of the State Library of Victoria and the
University of Melbourne. The artists and collection
curators were likewise available over the weekend
for one-on-one discussions.

Fair will be held at the Royal Exhibition Building
in the Carlton Gardens. A Gala Preview will raise
funds to benefit UNICEF Australia.
www.aaada.org.au

Elizabeth Twining. Proteacea (Waratah, Banksia, Protea).
Lithograph with original hand-colouring. 1849.
Sebra Prints www.sebraprints.com.au

_____________________________
Planning on being in Melbourne between the 8th
and the 11th of May? You can catch another
ANZAAB member—Dafydd Davies of Sebra
Prints—at the Australian Antique and Art Dealers
Association (AAADA) Antiques Fair. This year’s
Puzzle Globe: La Terre, Etudes geographiques. Le jeu de globe. Nuremberg: Charles
Kapp, [c.1870].
Hordern House Rare Books
www.hordern.com

CAUGHT ON CAMERA
ANZAAB members spotted hard at work in Paris and
surrounds during the lead-up to the 41st ILAB Congress, April
2014. ANZAAB President Jörn Harbeck will give a full report
in the July issue of BookFare.

ILAB’S NEW PRESIDENT
& VICE-PRESIDENT
At the Ordinary General Meeting on 13th April 2014
in Paris the presidents of ILAB’s 22 national member
associations voted in a new ILAB President. Norbert
Donhofer (Antiquariat Norbert Donhofer, Vienna)
succeeds Tom Congalton (Between the Covers Rare
Books, Gloucester City, New Jersey) who served as
President from 2012 to 2014. Donhofer will be
supported by newly elected ILAB Vice-President
Gonzalo Fernandéz Pontes (Librería Pontes,
Madrid).
The presidents also elected Robert D. Fleck (Oak Knoll Books, New Castle, Delaware) to replace Paul Feain
(Cornstalk Bookshop, Sydney) as Treasurer. Sally Burdon (Asia Bookroom, Canberra) and Stuart Bennett
(Stuart Bennett Rare Books, Belmont, Massachusetts) also became new members of the ILAB Committee.

DON’T MISS….
Get your skates on and note these dates in your
diary now, or miss out:
AD ASTRA: POPULAR ASTRONOMY FROM THE
16TH TO 21ST CENTURIES
Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne
Until 18 May 2014
Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences and also
one of the most diverse, spanning the disciplines
of mathematics, physics, chemistry, geology and
philosophy. It is a science that is at the very core
of our existence. Astronomy has historically been
the domain of a privileged few. Those with access
to education and technology have largely been
responsible for most of the major discoveries of
our epoch. Luminaries like Ptolemy, Copernicus,
Kepler, Galileo and Newton have made astronomy
what it is today. But much of their work remains
relatively unknown. Throughout history scientists,
philosophers, teachers and writers have sought to
transmit these high ideas to the public so that they
also may explore and enjoy the wonders of the
universe. This display highlights the University of
Melbourne’s small but important collection of
popular astronomy works and celebrates the
curiosity that these texts inspire.
w ww .unimel b.e du.a u/c ultura lc olle ctions/
exhibitions/current.html

THREE PERFECTIONS: POETRY, CALLIGRAPHY
AND PAINTING IN CHINESE ART
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
Until 9 June 2014
Three Perfections explores the interconnections
between poetry, calligraphy and painting. In
traditional China, scholars and scholar-officials
were cultivated in these arts as vehicles of selfexpression. Painting was regarded as ‘silent poetry’

and poetry ‘painting with sound’. Scholars trained
in the ‘art of handwriting’ or calligraphy at an early
age used calligraphic brushstrokes in their
paintings. Works dating from the fourteenthcentury to the present will show the uniqueness of
Chinese art and the contrast between traditional
and contemporary art in the continuity of a living
tradition. www.ngv.vic.gov.au/whats -on/
exhibitions/exhibitions/three-perfections

DECENT/DESCENT
Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide
Until July 2014
An examination of the work of satirical artist
William Hogarth, focusing on A Harlot’s Progress
(1732). Hogarth’s prints emphasise the moral
decline of eighteenth-century British society and
reference figures from his day, including a wellknown brothel madam and a local judge.
www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/
Exhibitions/NowShowing/Decentdescent.html

during the Second World War are among the most
dramatic and vivid examples of propaganda poster
design. The works in this display, drawn from the
Memorial’s art collection, are extremely rare
surviving examples that are recognised
internationally for their importance in the history
of printmaking. This is the first time that TASS
posters have ever been displayed in Australia.
www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/partisan-eagles-andfascist-donkeys-soviet-stencilled-propagandaposters

RADICALS, SLAYERS AND VILLAINS:
PRINTS FROM THE BAILLIEU LIBRARY
Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne
Until 3 August 2014
Behind the scenes of the Baillieu Library is a horde
of dangerous and powerful individuals. These
figures from mythological, biblical and historical
times come forth in the exhibition Radicals, slayers
and villains. The stories of these radicals, slayers and
villains, which are told through the print media of
woodcut, etching and engraving, are about
individuals who have helped shape contemporary
Western culture. On view in the refurbished Noel
Shaw Gallery on the first floor of the Baillieu
Library are 66 shocking, violent and very
provoking works of art, featuring a diversity of
characters from Martin Luther to Satan.
The exhibition will travel to the Art Gallery
of Ballarat in October 2014, and then to Hamilton
Art Gallery and Latrobe Regional Gallery in 2015.
library.unimelb.edu.au/radicals/?
utm_source=Cultural+Collections+e news&utm_campaign=31c9fd4aa9enews_May_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_ter
m=0_656ed33173-31c9fd4aa9-106973857

PARTISAN EAGLES AND FASCIST DONKEYS:
SOVIET STENCILLED PROPAGANDA POSTERS
Australian War Memorial, Canberra
From 1 March 2014
The posters produced by the Telegraphic Agency
of the Soviet Union Studio (TASS) in Moscow

ONCE UPON A TIME: A WORLD OF
CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK ART
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
Until 31 August 2014
Let your imagination run wild in this exhibition
celebrating the world of children’s picture book art.
See classic characters like Blinky Bill and the Magic
Pudding, as well as fun favourites including Miffy,
Grandma Poss and Old Tom.
Look at original drawings, dummy books and
videos about the artworks to discover the magic
behind creating illustrated stories. This delightful
exhibition showcases the world-renowned
Scholastic Dromkeen Children’s Literature
Collection. www.slv.vic.gov.au/event/once-upontime-world-childrens-picture-book-art

MEN OF STAMINA, WOMEN WHO DARE
Sir Louis Matheson Library, Monash University
Until 5 June 2014
This Rare Books Collection exhibition of
advertisements and advertising ephemera surprises
us as it reveals signs of changing social values in
Australia and internationally over time. Thus, each
item is an important cultural artefact and social
document.
The library has been collecting advertising
materials and other ephemera since the early 1990’s
in support of research by social historians.
w w w . m ona s h. e du. a u /li b ra r y /c olle c t io ns/
exhibitions/advertisements

EPILEPSY:
FROM DEMONS TO ENLIGHTENMENT
Medical History Museum, University of Melbourne
Until 20 September 2014
Attitudes to epilepsy provide an excellent
perspective on the collision between magic and
science, the earliest records attempting to
distinguish between disease and demonic
possession. This interpretation of the origin of
seizures has influenced significantly the
management of the illness over the ages, and
continues to inform popular conceptions. This
exhibition brings together past and present
attitudes to epilepsy, examining the impact on
individuals, families and communities. 2014 is the
50th Anniversary of the Epilepsy Foundation of
Victoria. www.unimelb.edu.au/culturalcollections/
exhibitions/current.html
FRAGILE BEAUTY:
HISTORIC JAPANESE GRAPHIC ART
Auckland Art Gallery, Auckland
3 May–30 September 2014
Commonly known as ukiyo-e (pictures of the
floating world), these distinctive colour woodblock
prints are among the most popular of all Japanese
works of art. The carefully composed images reveal
the fleeting beauty and refined pleasures of
Japanese society in the last century of the Edo
Period (1603–1868) when that country was largely
closed to the outside world.
Comprising six themes from the repertoire

of Japanese graphic artists, this exhibition explores
images of tranquil landscapes and fierce battles,
skillful actors and renowned beauties. From the
natural world to the contrived splendour of the
Yoshiwara pleasure-district, each print reveals an
aspect of the culture of a lost world.
www.aucklandartgallery.com/whats-on/
events/2014/may/historic-japanese-graphic-art

FOXCROFT LECTURE 2014:
FORGERY OF PRINTED DOCUMENTS
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne
14 May 2014
All printing involves copying in some way—but
when does printing cease to be reproduction and
become the crime of forgery? Hear Nicolas Barker,
editor of The Book Collector since 1965 and author of
numerous books and articles about printing,
writing and forgery, explore a murky yet
entertaining history of fakes and frauds that
resonates with today’s debates about originality,
authenticity and copyright. A must-see event for
book lovers! www.slv.vic.gov.au/event/foxcroftlecture-2014-forgery-printed-documents
A LIFE IN MANUSCRIPTS
National Library of Australia, Canberra
14 May 2014
Internationally recognised conservator Cheryl
Porter discusses her recent work in Egypt,
including her management of a Thesaurus
Islamicus Foundation (TIF) project to survey
Islamic manuscripts at the National Library and

Archives of Egypt and other cultural institutions in
Cairo.
Cheryl Porter currently works as a
Collections Management Consultant to various
institutions in Egypt and in Italy and is the
Director of the Montefiascone Library and Archive
Conservation Project. www.nla.gov.au/event/7013

books, manuscripts and
www.nla.gov.au/event/6670

WRITING A LIFE: TRAVELS WITH JIM AND EVE
STEWART IN AUSTRALIA AND CYPRUS
Nicholson Museum, University of Sydney
14 May 2014
A lecture by Dr Judy Powell, author of Love’s
Obsession: The lives and archaeology of Jim and Eve
Stewart.
Love’s Obsession is the story of a brilliant yet
flawed man with a passionate devotion to the
island of Cyprus and its archaeology. Jim Stewart
came from a line of Bathurst landed gentry;
educated at The Kings School and Cambridge
University. Damaged by his time as a German
prisoner of war and obsessed with the need to
possess the past, he was the first person to teach
archaeology in Australia and, in 1935, was the first
Australian to lead an archaeological excavation
overseas.
It is also the story of his wife, Eve. Devoted
to his memory, and also trained as an archaeologist,
she worked for nearly 50 years after his death to
complete her husband’s work and ensure his
legacy. whatson.sydney.edu.au/events/published/
writing-a-life-travels-with-jim-and-eve-stewart-inaustralia-and-cyprus

PEOPLE OF THE BOOK: TALES FROM THE
WORLD OF THE ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLER
National Library of Australia, Canberra
19 May 2014
Highly experienced Australian antiquarian
booksellers Kay Craddock AM, Anne McCormick
OAM, and Nicholas Pounder talk about their life
in the trade. www.nla.gov.au/event/6670

‘THE MOST AGREEABLE SERVANTS OF
CIVILIZATION?’ BOOKSELLERS AND
LIBRARIANS IN A CHANGING WORLD
National Library of Australia, Canberra
19–20 May 2014
A joint conference of the Australian and New
Zealand Association of Antiquarian Booksellers
(ANZAAB) and the National Library of Australia.
Discussions and presentations on how the
rare book trade operates, how libraries and
booksellers can work together more effectively, a
‘pop up’ rare book fair, a display of some National
Library of Australia treasures and tailored behindthe-scenes tours make for two unmissable days for
anyone working with and with an interest in rare

photographs.

TWO SIDES OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC COIN
National Library of Australia, Canberra
20 May 2014
Nicolas Barker and John Baxter are both
international luminaries in the world of rare books.
John Baxter is a major book collector and Nicolas
Barker has written or edited over 20 publications
including ABC for Book Collectors. Join them to hear
their tales of quests and conquests in their hunt for
books around the world. www.nla.gov.au/
event/6670

A COOK’S TOUR
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
22 May 2014
Roger Butler, Senior Curator, Australian Prints and
Drawings, discusses a group of engravings made
during James Cook’s voyages. nga.gov.au/calendar

OUT OF THE VAULTS: BIBLES
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
22 May 2014
The history of the publication and dissemination
of the Bible in English is fascinating and mirrors
the political, social and religious history of England
and the English-speaking world. Join Manager of
Original Materials Maggie Patton for a presentation
highlighting many of the significant bibles held in
our collections, from the fifteenth to the twentyfirst centuries. Our latest acquisition is the Heritage
Edition of the Saint John’s Bible, the first
illuminated, handwritten Bible commissioned in
more than 500 years, recently published by Saint
John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/
ootv_bibles.html

defining a key feature of modernism—its
novelty—and is often regarded as influential and
foundational in the development of modernist
aesthetics. Yet when Ezra Pound employed the
phrase for the first time in 1928, modernism’s
major works had already appeared, and decades

would pass before ‘Make it New’ gained
significance and became a catchphrase and slogan.
‘Make it New’ was Pound’s rendering of a passage
in Da Xue, a historical Chinese text. Influenced by
Christian belief as well, ‘Make it New’ became a
model of change, of renaissance and renewal, in
which the new is not simply a return to the old.
Drawing on the work of those who have gone
before, Making It New is a process of historical
recycling, quotation, and re-arrangement.
www.otago.ac.nz/library/specialcollections/
exhibitions.html#current
COME & SEE THE REAL THING:
NEW LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS SHOWCASE
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
23 May 2014
For over 150 years the Library has collected
material which documents early European
exploration in the Pacific and the search for the
Great South Land through to contemporary life,
recording the peoples and cultures of NSW,
Australia and Oceania. Join us for a glimpse of
some of the material we have collected over the
past 12 months. You will be surprised and
delighted, and be intrigued by our selections as we
continue the significant role of ensuring our past
and our present is available for future generations.
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/
come_and_see_the_real_thing.html
MAKE IT NEW! MODERNISM & THE
MEDIEVAL PRESENCE
University of Otago Library, Otago
Closes 23 May 2014
The phrase ‘Make it New’ is frequently used in

FAKES AND FORGERIES
National Library of New Zealand, Wellington
27 May 2014
What is a fake? Why are fakes made? How are they
discovered? Do they end up being as valuable as
the real thing? Come along and have your
questions answered by leading UK book historian,
Nicolas Barker.
Nicolas Barker has written or edited over 20
books on typography, calligraphy, art history and
the history of books and libraries. He was first
Head of Preservation at the British Library, and is
long-time editor of the popular journal The Book
Collector (UK). natlib.govt.nz/events/fakes-andforgeries
ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN
NINETEENTH-CENTURY SYDNEY
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
3 June 2014
Aboriginal people continued to live across a
number of settlements east and south of the centre
of Sydney throughout the nineteenth-century.

Though we know they were there, we are only
starting to understand how they lived and
interacted with Europeans and the growing city of
Sydney. Some of the key sources are located within
the collections of the Mitchell Library, and this talk

MACHIAVELLI’S ‘PRINCE’:
LIFE AND AFTERLIFE
Nicholson Museum, University of Sydney
7 June 2014
The 2014 Academy Travel free lecture series—
Italy: travels in art, history and culture. Lecture by Dr
Francesco Borghesi (University of Sydney).
whatson.sydney.edu.au/events/published/
machiavellis-prince-life-and-afterlife

will focus on how these records can help paint a
picture of life in this largely forgotten period of
Sydney Aboriginal history. www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
events/events_talks/events/
scholarly_musings_paul_irish.html
QUILL AND SPADE:
PIONEER GARDEN WRITING IN AUSTRALIA
National Library of Australia, Canberra
5 June 2014
Friends of the National Library of Australia–
Australian Garden History Society Joint Lecture.
Garden making wasn’t easy for the women and
men who settled in Australia between 1788 and
1888. This lecture will explore the publications and
writers who instructed and inspired the
pastoralists, town folk, gold-rush boomers and
would-be immigrants to lay the foundations of
garden history in pre-Federation Australia.
www.nla.gov.au/event/6994

JANE AUSTEN MEETS FRANKENSTEIN
Central City Library, Auckland
Closes 22 June
An exhibition of rare books and manuscripts from
the Sir George Grey Special Collections. On
display will be a first edition (1818) of Jane
Austen’s Northanger Abbey in which she parodies
the excesses of the gothic novel, including the
Mysteries of Udolpho, which is also on show in the
form of a first edition from 1795. Frankenstein was
Mary Shelley’s later contribution to the genre, here
exhibited in a 1934 edition with powerful wood
engravings by Lynd Ward. The exhibition also
features the Romantic poets: Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Burns and Blake.
There are important early editions, such as William
Blake’s America of which only 17 copies survive, as
well as some modern interpretations of famous
poems.
In addition, the exhibition includes original
handwritten letters by Wordsworth, Coleridge,
Thomas de Quincey, the scientist and poet Sir
Humphry Davy, and Scotland’s national poet,
Robert Burns. These were all collected by Sir
George Grey. www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/
Events/Events/pages/theromantics.aspx

EAST INDIES
Author Ian Burnet talks about his latest book East Indies
Driven by the search for spices, silks, gold, silver, porcelains and other oriental
goods, the Portuguese trading monopoly was challenged by the Dutch East
India Company and the English East India Company, the world’s first joint
stock and multi-national trading companies. The struggle for supremacy
between the Portuguese, the Dutch and the English ranged across the Eastern
Seas and in the settlements of Goa, Malacca, Ambon, Macao, Canton,
Nagasaki, Solor, Batavia, Macassar, Johor and Singapore for 250 years. The
story is told by the history of these port cities, beginning with Malacca—one of
the world’s largest trading ports in sixteenth-century—and ending with the
founding of Singapore and Hong Kong.
6pm Wednesday June 4th, 2014
Asia Bookroom, Unit 2, 1–3 Lawry Place, Macquarie. ACT
RSVP: By 3rd of June, either by phoning 6251 5191 or email books@AsiaBookroom.com
Admission by gold coin donation to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.

Remarks on Launching Charles Stitz’s
Australian Book Collectors,
volumes II & III
BY

WALLACE KIRSOP

It would be easy to talk at great length about book
collecting. After all, I devoted a whole week to the
subject at the Rare Book Summer School in
Melbourne in 2008. However, on this occasion I
must be brief.
In a sense, too, I have already had my say in
the preface to the first series back in 2010/2011
and now in this second one. Perhaps, therefore, I
should just vacate the floor after praising—once
again—the enormous and focused effort Charles
Stitz has put into this generous compilation. I
suspect, though, that I am supposed to do a little
more.
As I have stated before, various people,
myself included, have been wishing aloud for
something like these volumes for a long time.
Some of us remember that Ian McLaren mapped
out the Victorian territory as far back as March
1965. Many writers over the decades have studied
individual figures, and Charles Stitz has carefully
brought together their various contributions from
the often obscure places where they first appeared.
None the less, quick perusal of volumes II and III
will show how much the editor himself has
researched and written about collectors for whom
we have sales records, and especially printed lists
or catalogues, perhaps an entry in the Australian
Dictionary of Biography and often not much else.
In such cases it is not easy, and sometimes

impossible, to see the bibliophile’s mind at work
and to grasp his or her modus operandi. In Australia,
indeed, we are less advanced than our New
Zealand friends in devoting whole volumes to
individual collectors. There is, it is true, Marie
Cullen’s PhD on Petherick up to 1887, Jean Stone

Charles Stitz (Editor). Australian Book Collectors. Some Noted
Australian Book Collectors & Collections of the Nineteenth &
Twentieth Centuries. Second Series Parts I and II. Melbourne:
Books of Kells, 2013.
(Courtesy Kay Craddock—Antiquarian Bookseller)

on her husband Walter, and, quite recently, books
on D. S. Mitchell and Sir John Ferguson. On the
last-named it is piquant to learn that he spent his
lunch hours doing bibliographical work at the
Mitchell Library while his chief, the President of
the Industrial Commission—a very remote relative
of mine descended from the same Third Fleet
convict woman—occupied himself practising
wrestling in his chambers with his tipstaff. On the

other side of the Tasman they have solid studies of
A. H. Turnbull, of Sir George Grey and—soon—
of T. M. Hocken, not to mention the
autobiography of A. H. Reed. Works of that scale
allow for the roundabout explanations and
justifications that enable us to understand

Miniature Book: [Alfred Mills]. People of all nations. A useful
toy for girl or boy. London: Darton & Harvey, 1806.
Douglas Stewart Fine Books
douglasstewart.com.au

collectors in some depth. It is one of the virtues of
Charles Stitz’s two volumes that he has brought
together long texts that permit that sort of
scrutiny.
As the author of a relatively brief and
guarded text on my own collecting I have been
asked if it is appropriate to have testimonies about
and particularly by living bibliophiles. The
argument can and should be pursued in the same
way as the one concerning the fate of the
accumulations themselves. Should these be
dispersed at auction or through the trade? Ought
they to be sold en bloc to other individuals or to an
institution? Would it be better to bequeath them to
a public library? There can be more than one
answer, and it is a virtue of Charles Stitz’s work to
stir us into thinking and debating about these
questions.
Large personal libraries pose all sorts of
problems: for their owners (space, cataloguing, and
so forth), but also for those who visit them. Some
of these points are illustrated in a double obituary
(one by the subject’s nephew, the other by his
bookseller) that appeared in 2011 in L’Archicube,
the journal of the association grouping friends and
former élèves of the élite French École normale
supérieure. Pierre Cayrel (1910–2009), a
precociously brilliant student, who trained as an
archaeologist and then turned from academic life
to become a judge in an administrative tribunal,
left a very large library, which filled every room,

including the kitchen and the bathroom, in his
Paris apartment. The collection, concentrating on
law and history, was well organized and, in any
case, directed by its owner’s quite phenomenal
memory. In his nephew’s words (here translated
into English): ‘His occasional visitors, impressed
by the number of his books, invariably asked him
if he had read them all. He replied, no less
invariably, that his books were there not to be
read, but to be consulted.’ Obviously, unlike some
of our modern institutions, he believed one should
always have serious works on hand in case they
were needed. But all of us book people operate in
fact on a continuum that goes from reading to
study and reference and ultimately to collecting.
Quite naturally there can be pleasure and
enjoyment all along the line.
As students of bibliophilia or bibliomania
and of other collectors we want answers to the
questions put by Wm P. Barlow, Jr in his
contribution to Jean Peters’s volume Collectible
Books: Some New Paths (New York & London: R. R.
Bowker, Co., 1979). Barlow wrote about ‘Book
Catalogues’, of which he has a truly formidable
accumulation in his house in California. He ended
his essay: ‘Book collectors often apologize for their
collections. I can offer no apology for what seems
a reasonable collecting progression. The question

Reiner Musterbuch aus codex Vindobonensis 507. Facsimile and
Commentary (by Dr F. Unterkircher). Graz: Akademische
Druck, 1979. Two vols.
Louella Kerr Fine Old & Rare Books
www.louellakerrbooks.com.au

one should ask on viewing another’s collection is
not “Have you read them all?” or “Of what use is
it?” but rather “How did it happen?” That question
always gets an answer, and sometimes an essay.’
Charles Stitz deserves our congratulations
for leading us into that territory and for letting us
see the answers that some Australian collectors
gave over two centuries. For that and for much

else besides he has earned our thanks. Let the two
volumes now be formally launched.
_____________________________

YORK ANTIQUARIAN BOOK SEMINAR
SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

The faculty and director of the York Antiquarian
Book Seminar are pleased to announce that there
are now seven sponsored scholarships available.
These have been provided with the kind support of
prominent organisations and businesses within the
rare book trade: Abebooks, Bibliopolis, Between the
Covers, IOBA, the PBFA (Provincial Booksellers
Fairs Association) and Sotherans.
To find out more information on the scholarships,
and how to apply, visit the YABS website
www.yabseminar.com and click on the scholarships
tab.
The York Antiquarian Book Seminar is
supported jointly by the ABA and the PBFA and
will be held between 15th–17th September 2014 (to
coincide with the York National Book Fair). The
faculty includes Ed Maggs (Maggs Bros.), Simon
Beattie, Justin Croft, Adam Douglas (Peter
Harrington), Jonathan Kearns (Adrian Harrington),
Cpt. James Cook: The Official Accounts of Cook’s Three
Voyages Round the World. A fine collection of the First Sophie Schneideman and Anthony Smithson (Keel
Editions. London: W. Strahan [etc.]; 1773–1784. 8 vols text Row Bookshop). www.yabseminar.com
& folio atlas.
Gaston Renard Fine and Rare Books
www.gastonrenard.com

Discovered a terrific new site? Or
want to share your favourites?
Send
the
links
to
admin@anzaab.com.au and add
them to ANZAAB’s website.

